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Rev. DAN TAYLOR, &c. 


LETTER I. 
- AEVEREND AND DEAR sin, 


"Wiſh with much ſincerity, that in the courſe of our debates 
upon this awful, intereſting, and very important ſubje&, 
we may attend only to the point in hand, and not loſe time in 
erſonal refleftions, nor witty animadverſions upon each other, 
ut directly aim ſeriouſly to inveſtigate this point, whether the 
Scriptures of Truth do abſolutely ure us that the torments of 
hell ſhall never have an end, while God exiſts; or whether 
there is any ground to hope, or reaſon to believe, that all man- 
kind ſhall finally be brought to a ſtate of ſubjection and willing 
obedience, and conſequently be reſtored to a ſtate of 1 
It is my intention to treat you with the ſame perſonal reſpect 
throughout theſe Letters as would in r with you 
face to face; and I am very apt to think, that if this rule was 
ſtrictly obſerved by all combatants, there would not be ſo much 
cauſe of complaint as there now is, of aſperity, and bitterneſs 
in controverſial writings. Without any farther preamble, I 
ſhall come to the merits of the cauſe. 


If the Greek word ation, and its derivatives aionvos, aioni, 


aianios, aionion, &c. muſt neceſſarily always be underſtood in 
the New Teſtament to mean endleſs, eternity, or always exiſting, 
then I confeſs the ground is gone on which I ſtand, and I muſt 
be either a fool or a madman to attempt to vindicate my hypo- 
theſis. But I — you a few plain reaſons, why I cannot 


believe that the word gion intends eternity. 
| B Firſt, 


WP 
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Fuſt, Becauſe ſuch a ſenſe always affixed to the word, would 
in many inſtances be repugnant to other parts of Scripture . 
80 2 Cor. iv. 4. In whom the God /tou aionos toutou) of this 
&« aion, or age, has blinded the minds of them that believe 

_ | * 

How ſtrange this paſſage would read if we ſhould tranſlate it, 
The God of this eternity, or this always exiſting! Would it not 
approach towards blaſphemy to call Satan The God of Eternity? 
5 the abſi rdity of ſtiling him the God of this eterniy;; 

for this eternity neceſſarily implies ſome other eternity beſi 
che preſent, and two eternities are an inconſiſtency in terms. 

Again, Epheſ. vi. 12. We wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood 
* —but againſt the rulers of the darkneſs tou atonos toutou, 
% this azon (or age.) But tranſlate the word aionos eternity, 
in this place, and then it muſt be read, the darkneſs of this 
eternity, or, this always exiſting. | 

1 Cor. i. 20. Where is the wiſe, where is the ſcribe, 
« where is the diſputer, {tou aionos toutou ? But reaſon and 
common ſenſe will inform us, that we muſt not render the 
word aionos eternity, but we may with great propriety render it 
agr. | | | | 
1 Tim. vi. 17. Charge them that are rich, en to nun aioni, 
&« in the now ajon, or age, but not in this eternity, Tit. ii. 12. 
That denying A. and worldly luſts, we ſhould live 
* ſoberly righteouſly and godly, (en to nun aioni) in the now 
* aton, or age, but not in the preſent eternity. 8 

St. Matt. xiii. 22. The ſeed among the thorns is he that 
| © heareth the word, and the care /tou aionos toutou) of this 
„ azon, or age, (not of this eternity) and the deceitfulneſs of 
„ riches, choak the word, and he becometh unfruitful.“ For 
what common ſenſe can endure that the word atonos in theſe 
places ſhould be rendered by the word eternity? 

The tranſlators of the New Teſtament, ſenſible of this 
abſurdity, have rendered the word aionos, as though it was 
ſynonimous with ho/mos, world. But let us make a fair trial 
with the word world, and its relatives, and - ſee how abſurdly 
the following — 4 would read if we were always to tranſlate 

the word aidn world, St. Matt. vi. 1 3. Thine is the kingdom, 
© * and the power and the glory eis tous aionas) to the worlds.” 
St. John, vi. 51. He that eateth of this bread ſhall live 
« {ers ton atona) to the world.” Ss 

Chap. xi. 26. He ſhall not die /eis ton aiona) to the 
* world.” 5 3 

Heb. 


„ 
Her vun. 8. Jeſus Chriſt, the fame yeſterday, to-day, 


« {hat eis tous aimas) and to the worlds,” 
ev. xiv. 11. The ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth up 
(6 nmr aionon,) * _— worlds.” 
Xiii. 20. peace, who through the blood 
2 iathekes aioniou) 0 2 worldly covenant.” 
Matt. xix. 16. The rich man fays wour Land, What 
« ſhall I do to have ¶ ⁊orn aionion) . life 8? 
1 Tim. vi. 122 ight the good fight « faith, lay hold on 
« faioniou zZoes) worldly life.” 
Ver. 19. * That they may lay hold on (aionzou z0es) worldly 


« . 
K. Nin John, xii. 25. He that hateth his life Cen to ko/mo 
toute, in this — ſhall keep it ſeis zoen aionion) to ig 


24 
— 26, © According to the commandment (tou 
« ajoniou T heau) of the worldly God.” | | 
| Heb, ix. 14. Chriſt who (dia pneumates aionwu) through 
« the worldly ſpirit offered himſelf to God.” | 
Theſe, and a great number of ſimilar paſſages, would be the | 
abſurdities by only rendering aionos world. It therefore 
ows that world cannot be the true reading of the word 
aion and its derivatives. And I ſhall go on to prove ſtill farther 
that the word ajon cannot, even in the New Teſtament, ſignify 
eternity, or always exiſting. ; 
| , Becauſe there was a time before the aion was, yea, 
before the 2ions plural, had a beginning. Acts xv. 18. * Known 
+ unto God are all his works (ap' atonos) * the ation began.” 
Acts ili. 21. © Spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
(ap aionos) ſince the aion — 
St. John ix. 32. © * tou aionos) ſince the aion £5 was it 
not heard, &c, the plural aions, or ages, are uſed in 
the ſame manner. 
1 Cor. ii. 7. The hidden myſtery of God, 
« unto his g A pro ton aionon) before the atons LES ver. 8. 
* which none of the Princes (tou aionos toutou) of this aion 
4% new. a 


Epheſ. iii. 9. The m which has been hid in Oe 
« ton aionon) wa mo beginning of the aions, or ages. 

G. i I that hes bow hid (ago ton aionon 
Lai apo ton 5 om Age ations, ages, and the generations, 
1 2 is made manifeſt unto his ſaints.” 

Thirdly, I cannot conceive that the word aion muſt intend 
eternity, et there are more aions than one; whereas 
B 2 : eternity, 


[.4 ] 


nuf, everlaſtingneſs, and forever, — be one individeal, 
as imp ing an unity of conſiſtence, and fimple continuance: 
St. Lu XX. 34, 38. Ad Jeſus faid untothem, The children 
6 (468. 705 toutou Ger „, fall be aion — 8 are given in mar- 


e riage y to obtain 
6s OS tou _ * that — aion, and I the — from 
the dead, neither nor are given in marriage, &c.“ 
Here we find this that, and conſequently two aions, a 
diſtinction obſervable in many parts of Scripture : So 1 Cor. ii, 
6. Yet not the wiſdom (tou aionos zoutou) ef this. aion, or age, 
_ . which cometh to nought.“ 
| Rom. xii. 2. Be not conformed (to aioni, touts) to this 
7 gion.” And in the ſame diſtinguiſhing ſenſe, we find men- 
tioned frequently the cares, the wiſdom, the men, the things, 
the children (tou aionos toutou) of this aion; all which imply 
that there muſt be ſome other aion beſide the preſent, and con- 


- mes more arons than one. 
war Fay That the word ain cannot mean eternity, is evi- 
dent et farther, becauſe there are not only more azons than 


one, but theſe aions ſucceed one another as the links of 2 


chain, r For exam e, 
St. Matt. xii. 32. But whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the 
« Ghoſt, it not be forgiven him, nei (en touto to 
46 alan) in this aion, or age, (oute en to — nor in that te 


„„ come.” 


4 * 


Epheſ. i. 21. And ſet him at his own right hand in the 
a heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and 


—_ and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
„„ 
* 


(en to aioni touto) in this aion, but alſo in that which is 
„to come.” 
Gal. i. 4. Who gave himſelf for our fins, that he 
„ ſeize us (> tou eneftotos nionos ponerou) out of this preſent 
„ qvicked aion, 


Ephef. ii. 7. 32 (en to aigſi tots eperc homenois ) in the 


& 2:95, or ages to come, he might ſhew the exceeding riches 


of his grace.“ 
2 Tim. iv. 10. Demas is ſaid to have forſaken Paul becauſe 


of bis love (ton nun atona) to the preſent aion. Whereas Chriſ- 
tians are deſcribed, Heb. vi. 4, 5, ſuch as have taſted of the 
heavenly gitt, and have been made partakers. of the Holy 
. Ghoſt, and have taſted the good word of f God, and the power, 
or virtue (te welle aionos) of the aion to come. 


The 
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1 
Ene preſent g therefor, as it began; fo will it alſo end 


T* its end de n dif- 
ſerent from the 2 | 
Fifthly, From henee all u appar ain, de week 
iin enhnot, mean de ns and be no 


nord; of which we: have further aſſurance, St. Matt. xxviii. 20. 
«Ani lo I am with you Er 
« the end (19 ao) of the an. 

Chap. d, Ait. 39. e harveſt is che end. (tou aiones) of the 
„ alen. Ver. 40.5 So ſhall it be in the end (tou aionos toutou) 
« of this gion.” Ver. 49. So ſhall it be at the end (cou 
is \gion0s) of the aion, or age.” 
. xxiv, 3. What ſhall be the fign of thy coming, and 
of end. (tou aionos) of the aion, or age.” | 
Si „And not only ator y and indefinitely, but (oi 
giones)  aions plural, ſhall alfo have an end. Heb. — — 
« + But now = _ (or — the — f 3 
—— the aions (epi ſunteleia ton aionon 
40 2 the ſacrifice of himſelf.” | 
1 x. 2 they were written for our admonition 


8 upon whom the ends (ton aionon) of the aions, or ages, are 
6 


Theſe, dear Sir, are e ſome reaſons why ] cannot believe tht 
. any of its forms, muſt. be neceſſarily under- 
ſtood to mean eternity, or never ending duration : Whether 
will ſatisfy you or not, I find freedom to ſhew why I 
- ay u, and I truſt it is for the ſake of truth, and not 
from my Chriſtian friends who think otherwiſe. 

I — — of · a method (in which I deſire your aſſiſt- 
ance) which wonld have a natural tendency to diſcover the 
truth; and that is to tranſlate all the paſſages in the New Teſ- 
tament where the word aion in any of its forms is uſed, by fome 
oe Engliſh word, keeping the rule in fight, that what muſt be 
the meaning in ſome: places, and what may be ces, Ie. 
all, is the true ſenſe. 

As it is clearly ſeen above that the word aion cannot be always 
rendered by the word forever, nor the word world without the 
preateſt abſurdity, it is evident that we muſt find ſome other 
word that will anſwer the purpoſe, or deſpair for ever of being 
able to render it properly. And I do not know of any word in 
our language that bids ſo fair as the word age to render the word 
aion by. But it would exceed the bounds of a letter to tranſlate all 
the paſſages in the New Teſtament wherein it is found; but in 
all thoſe cited above it is better rendered by the wordage than by 


B 3 any 


— —— — 1 


nutes appear to be compleat portions of time, but many of them 


141 

any other word whatever. And fince age mit be the meaging 
os fo pe and may be in all without abſurdity, Lam thaw. 
fore of opinion it will generally ſerve as a tranſlation of the word 
aion, better than any other word in our language. | 
| You may perhaps ſay that age, ages, age of ages, and if 
ages, j — ts the dev 

t although the words age, ages, &c. as applied to God's du- 
ration and kingdom, do not come up to the idea of-his eternity, 
et there is ns rear — and abſurd therein; for his 
ing called The —_ es, or the azonion God, no 
mofe implies that he ſhall ever to be, than his being called. 
The Creator of the Ends of the Earth, carries an idea that he did 
not create all things in the univerſe; or his being ſtiled The G0 
of Abraham, 1ſaac and Jacob, forbids us tacall? him our God, 
and the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh. er kr | 
God is the aianian God, the God of all the ages, as much as 
he is the God of Jacob; yet neither is aianion properly without 
end, any more than Jacob is all mankind; and yet his being 
called the aionion God, no more deſtroys the attribute of his 
eternity, than his being ſtiled the God of Jacob limits his Pro- 
vidence and Grace to one man or family. Theeternity of God 
is a known attribute in him, which no words can change, but 
it by no means follows that words of a limited nature being 
applied to him or his ways, are by ſuch application changed for 
ever after, and muſt always be ſuppoſed to intend #ndle/5, let 


them be applied to what they will, becauſe 2 ſotnetime: 
82 


been applied to him that can have no end. not know 
that the very ſame Hebrew word that is rendered eternity in 
Ifai. Ivii. 15. (the only time that word is faund in the text of 
our Engliſh Bible) is uſed by Jonah far the time of his conti- 
nuance” in the belly of the fiſh? Jonah ii. 6. Words do not 
change their natural meaning becauſe they are ſometimes ap- 
plied to ſubjects far more ſublime and lofty in themſelves than 
the words would naturally imply them to be. As the word 
aionion rendered everlaſting, is ſometimes confeſledly applied to 


things of a finite duration, therefore the puniſhment of the 


wicked cannot by any means be certainly proved to be endleſs, 


merely becauſe aionion is applied thereto ; hut there muſt be 


ſome other evidence to ſupport ſo ſtrange an hypotheſis, ,.. - 
The atons in Scripture, appear to be like circles one in ano- 
ther, ſome of a ſmaller and others of a larger circumference, 
yet all deſerve the name of aioyas, or ages; even as the ſmalleſt - 
circles deſerve the name of circles as well as the largeſt. Mi- 
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| idea of their gnad and their gno/am, and from 
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e included within that larger portion 
an hour Hours compoſe days, which 


and years 
in that 
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great of years; and ſeven of thoſe periods were 
grand revolution, which brought about the 

This was the comprehenſive age or period, which as the 

circle included all the leſſer. Thus the Hebrews obtai 


| 


— 
8 
; 
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ſame nature the Greeks derived their aion and aionas. 
us theſe words are applied to many different ſubjects i | 
"Teſtament, and joined with periods of a longer or ſhorter 
date, but are all included within the comprehenſive pe- 
riod of our Saviour's mediatorial — which is indeed a 
iod comprehending ages of ages; but as itſelf ſhall come to an 
end, ſo conſequently all the periods included therein ſhall expire, 
as Certainly as the end of any year implies an end of all the mi- 
nutes, hours, days, weeks, and months which cor 
ſame, Here is the ground on which I ſtand, and as I truſt I 
am able to defend this by the authority of the ſacred volume, I 
need not ſeek for any other. The kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be 
an univerſal ki ; he is God over all, bleſſed for ever, all 
power is given unto him in heaven and in earth. All things 
are put under him, (God the father, who did put all things 
under him, alone excepted) and all things ſhall be ſubdued unto 

him. His kin is an aionion kingdom, a dominion of 

, of All rewards and puniſhments be 
Aidribured t e adminiſtration, and ſhall be begun, conti- 
nued, and, as I believe, concluded while his N laſts. 
And his kingdom ſhall laſt to the ages of ages, thus de- 


5 
F 


f. 


clares the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, in that glorious addreſs of 


the Father to the Son, But unto the Son he faith (O'. Thre- 
nos /ou O” Theos, eis ton aiona tou aionos) Thy throne, O God, is 
to the age of ages,” Heb. i. 8. 85 


Vet this kin and diſpenſation ſhall as certainly end, as: 


ever 8 period came to a concluſion ſince time began. For the 
| 


ſame inſpired Apoſtle that informs us that the throne of the Son 
of God ſhall endure to that comprehenſive period above mention- 
ed, elſewhere informs us how the Son of God muſt reign, 
viz, * Until all enemies are put under his feet.” But not as 
Mediator to all eternity. For he aſſures us that Then cometh 
* the end when he ſhall have delivered up the kin to 


God, even the Father; when he ſhall have put down all 


B 4 « rule 


HET -.. 
„und power. For he muſt 


e rule, all 
& ke fuck f all en . The laſt e | 
« that deftroyed is Death.” (Or, Death 2 90 


enem Aal be del) * „Fer hs bach dt all thin under 
ix fer But when he ſaith all things are put — — 5 
manifeſt that he is excepted who did put all things u 
0 him, And when all things ſhall be ſubdued den be. 
4 ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſubject unto him that 
og things under him, that God may be all in all.“ I Cor. Iv. 


n 
e pag Falte puts the matter out of all doubt, and ſhewe 
clearly that the * tou aionos) age of apes, mentioned 
Heb. i. 8. ſhall certainly end, and conſeq 9 all the ag 
e included therein. This being a full in poi, f it 
fwers fairly your challenge to 05458 a ſingle pa — —— 
che words above quoted are ever applied to any cobject; ut what 
is abſolutely of endleſs duration. The continuance of the throne 
atid the kingdom of the Son is one of the longeſt periods of which 
ivirie Revelation informs us, and yet we pn expreſily affured 
an end ſhall come to that, and that another and higher dif- 
tion ſhall then take place, concerning which we have o 
s ſhort Hint, that GOD sHALL'BE ALL IN ALL, enoug 
us to Know at preſent; this this God hath reyealed, but all be- 
ir ht Scriptures chief deſigned to inform of 
are eſi to us 
What ſhall take place from the Crlations of the World to the 
end of the kingdom of the Son of God, with whom we have to 
do, who is our Judge and our Lord. From his hand we muſt 
receive our rewards or puniſhments: and it is he —9 ſhall ſub- 
due and reſtore all things; and then ſhall he reſign the king- 
dom to the Father: then ſhall the Fountain of * be all in 
all. And as the —_— ſpeaketh but little of what took + 
TM- gan, or before the earth was created, ſo 
little is ſaid of what ſhall be aſter the end of all the ages, 
when Chriſt ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to the Father! 
only we are aſſured that God wh is love, ſhall be all in all, 
which ſhall be a diſpenſation far ſuperior to any that ever yet | 
hath taken * , or that ſhall\take place until then, 

Thus I think the whole diſpute 15 55 be terminated; if the 
alonion kingdom of the Son of God ſhall end, then ſhall all thoſe 
leſſer periods come to a concluſion which are included therein, 
If that ſtate. of univerſal dominion which our Lord ſhall enjoy 
az a reward for his labours and ſufferings, ſhall end, and 
ciorious kingdom be delivered up to the Father, that 


mos 


191 
may be all in all, then certainly all thoſe aionjon rewards which 
Chu ſhall give to his ſaints and faithful ones in his kingdom 
ſhall ali» end, and another and higher diſpenſation tak place, 
in which the honour of Chriſt, and the happineſs of the righ- 
teous ſhall'be increaſed, For when the Son, who undertook 
2 of bringing back all fallen creatures to God, 
all have compleated the purpoſe of the Father, and in conſe- 
ence ſhall reſign the kin of univerſal nature and crea- 
Nie reſtored, his honour be raiſed to the higheſt pitch, as 
Joſeph's was when he delivered up the land of Pept again to 
aroah, O what what glory, honour, and . ſhall our 

gear ſeſus receive, when he ſhall have ſubdued ings to 
mſelf! when he ſhall have deſtroyed Sin, Death, and the 
works of the Devil: Then ſhall the whole creation be filled 
with God, he whoſe name is Love ſhall be all in all, miſery, 
of conſequence ſhall no longer exiſt, but happineſs can never 


e. 

Therefore as even the life aionion which our Saviour pro- 
miſes in the aiena or age to come, belongs only to that a 

' which is put in ſubjection to the Son, and which ſhall certainly 
come to an end, as we are aſſured by St. Paul; it is plain that 
nionion even when applied to the rewards of the next age, can- 
not be conſtrued to mean withovt end, ſince the end cometh, 
And certainly if rewards are limited, there can be no ſha- 
dow of a doubt but puniſhments are ſo too. Yet Chriſt ſhall 
never ceaſe to be, but I believe that he, with the Father, and 


the „er ſhall ever reign one God, world without end: 
and in this view of the matter, of his kingdom there /hall be no 
end. And as for the happineſs of the righteous, there never 


can be the leaſt danger of its ceſſation, while God ſhall be all 
in all. Here is a ſure and never-failing ground, and nothing 
17 be * to — it ang + th 
ave gone through the paſſages pointed out in 

Greek New Teſtament, vis 5 word aionios „bed. and 
I thank you for the pains you have taken herein. The word 
is twice vſed in St, Matt. xxv. 40. as well as in Tit. i, 2. which 
makes ſeventy-one times in all in the New Teſtament, and 
- Inſtead of St. John v. 29. it is in the 39th verſe of that chapter; 
otherwiſe your liſt is very correct. Five times the word cer» 
tainly ſtands connected with future miſery, St. Matt, xviii, 8, 
41; 8 | St. ay ili. 29. : TS . 9. All 2 1 
ave noticed in my di es, and quo e paſſages at , 
and I truſt war Agro with all the candour that I was 
able, I think ſeriouſly from a review ad an. pas = 
| ew 


10 J 
New Teſtament that azonoz never in itſelf intends abſolutely 
never-ending, in the ſtrict ſenſe of the word; for even that lik, 
with which it frequently ſtands connected in the New Teſta. 
ment _— to that age to come, which ſhall be ſucceeded by 
another more glorious diſpenſation, as I have already no- 
ticed ; and as for the word being applied, to God, there can be 
no impropriety in it, though it reaches not in itſelf to his 
boundleſs eternity. As you rightly derive aion:os from aion, 
and as I have already mentioned that aion and its derivatives 
frequently, in the New Teſtament, are applied to the preſent 
age of the world, and therefore certainly cannot intend aways 
er ſting, or eternity; conſequently ſo weighty a point as — 
miſery ſhould not be determined upon the meaning of any 
that is ever applied to ſubjects of a limited duration. 

But let us farther examine ſome of the paſſages in the New 
Teſtament where atonton is uſed, and ſee if it is not evident! 
uſed for limited duration. Let us take, for example, the 
Nabe you have quoted, and which is the laſt in the New 
Teſtament where the word is. uſed, and ſee what we can 
make of it if we render the word aionzon never-ending, 


Rev. xiv. 6. And I ſaw another angel flying through the 


«© midſt of Heaven, having ( 4 aionion) the endleſs 
« Goſpel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to 
every nation and kindred, and tongue and people.“ | 
If the diſpenſation of the Goſpel is endleſs, then it muſt 
continue to be preached to all eternity, even when faith and 
hope ſhall be no more. The next queſtion is, To whom ſhall 
it be preached ? Surely not to the happy, for they have no need 
of it; e 1 oth gen hitherto preached to fallen 
creatures, and if it is to be an endleſs Goſpel, it muſt be ed 
do the damned to all eternity; but then there would remain 
this difficulty, viz. For what purpoſe it ſhould be preached to 
them? If they can never be reclaimed, the . is uſeleſs to 
them, and need not be preached at all; and if they are re- 
claimable, it 8 happen that they may all at laſt be reclaimed, 
and ſo the pel may be needed no more. So at any rate 
abſurdit es will follow, if we tranſlate the word aionion, endleſs, 
in this place; and in this caſe the earth muſt always continue, 
ſor this aionion Goſpel is to be preached to them that dwell 
thereon. | | | | 
But I have no doubt you believe, as well as I, that the 
ching of the Goſpel will have an end, and I imagine that 
| you think it will be over much ſooner than I do, fo that 
doubtleſs you will acknowledge that aionion cannot _— 
| olutely 


Wu 


ſage among the. few w 1 fight ground of 
jon, though it certainly deſerved ſome notice. You ap- 
pear determined not to give up any paſſage in the New Teſta- 
ment where the word dionion is mentioned, but inſiſt upon it, 
that it may, and even mn/f, in all places intend never-ending. - 


| Where a ſervant returned to his maſter, he muſt be received 


to all eternity, rather than in one inſtance. a favourite opinion 
of the meaning of a word ſhould be given up. But in this caſe; 
though you haye the authority of great and good men on your 


life, or until the year of Jubilee. And when even the moſt illite- 
rate are fairly told, that juſt the ſame word aionion is uſed by St. 
Paul in Philem. v. 15. as is found in St. Matt. xviii. 8. xxv, 41, 
46. 2 Theſſ. i. 9. and with no material difference in St. Mark, 
ii. 29. the only places where the word is found connected 
with future miſery in the New Teſtament, they will perhaps 
generally be of opinion, that however true endleſs damnation 
may be, it cannot be certainly proved from its being five times 

ed aionion in the New Teſtament, ſince the word is ſeveral 
times connected in the ſame Divine volume with things and 
times that muſt certainly end. 

The paſſage in Jude v. 7. where Sodom and Gomorrah and 
the cities about them are ſaid to be © ſet forth for an example 
« ſuffering the vengeance of aionion fire; you think may be 
underſtood to mean endle/s, though the burning of thoſe cities 
cannot be ſo underſtood, ſtrictly, becauſe the fire has ceaſed 
long ſince ; but as you believe that their damnation in the fire 
of hell is endleſs, therefqre the word aionion muſt intend always 
exiſting, even there, where at firſt ſight you acknowledge there 
appears ſome flight ground of . heſitation. But, my dear Sir, I 

muſt confeſs, Ta as I think it impoſſible for the Jude 
to contradict the Prophet Ezekiel, I cannot believe that he 
intended endleſs by aionion, in whatever poſſible manner it can 
be applied, For nothing can be more evident than that the 
actual burning of the cities of the plain has not even continued 

until now; water has long ſince taken place of the fire; and 
as for judging that aionion muſt intend endleſs, becauſe the 


| (amnation of thoſe inhabitants that were deſtroyed by fir and 
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frimſtone ſhalt be endleſs,” I think it ig 1 Uez queltiod 
which ſhould bs proved; for Freally'ſhould'be te# to:conchude. 
from the promiſes of God to bring again tie ery 
and her daughters, and to cauſe them to return to their former 
eſtate, and to give them to Jeruſalem for daughters, in the 
bond of the New and Everlaſti E | 
as their endleſs ſuffering in hell fire can be intended by 
Jude. And therefore aionion, ſo far from intending endleſs in 
this is there an evident inſtance of the being ap- 
plied to ſubjects of a limited duration. For if the Prophet's 
words reſpecting the return of the captivity of Sodom and her 
daughters, and their being 3 back to their former eſtate, 

and given to Jeruſalem for daughters in the New Covenant, 
do not intend the actual releaſe and deliverance of thoſe mi- 
ſerable captives of Sin, e ter the Devil, who were des 
—_— fire and brimſtone Heaven, it is ih vain for me 
to think of diſcovering what their meaning can be. And I 
ſincerely deſire you, if you are able, to "give a fair, confiſtent 
and rational dccoumt of thoſe Divine predictions. They moſt 
_ ſomething, and whatever they intend muſt be accom- 
pliſhed. el. MAES RE 
If you are able to remove this difficulty, I ſhall be glad to ſes 
it done, and this muſt be removed to my fatisfaCtion before 1 
can acknowledge that the word aionion in the epiſtle of St; 
Jude intends never-ending. And the meaning of the word in 
this place is doubly important, for if it is only applied to ths 
burning of the cities, then it is confeſſedly connected even in 
the New Teſtament, with ſomething that ceaſed long ago, and 
therefore it cannot certainly prove endleſs miſery : But if the 
word-is applied to their puniſhment in the fire of hell, and yet 
their 1 is to he returned, &c. then not only is it proved 
that the word is uſed for a duration that ſhall have an end, and 
thereby the evidence of endleſs damnation will be conſiderably 
weakened, but the doctrine itſelf will be in a great meaſure 
totally overthrown. For if the inhabitants of 8 and the 
reſt of the cities of the plain that were wholly de from 
off the earth, for their great ſins and abominations, be at 
haſt reſtored, there is every reaſon to conclude the ſame of the 
reſt of the human race. eh | 
© The phraſe e:s tors a70nos ton aionon, you aſſert, always in the 
New Teſtament intends proper eternity, or everlaſting duration, 
which, according to your liſt, is uſed twenty times in that 
Sacred Book. I have carefully gone over all the paſſages, Gal. v. 
5 5. ſhould 


o 
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If you axe vight in alerting that this ꝓhraſe always, in every 
place denates eviria/ffing duration, or proper eternity, in the 
ew Teſtament, then J am gone again; even though I have 
proved that aionion .cannat intend exdie/s ; for I acknowledge 
(though ſome deny) that this ſingular phraſe ſtands connected 
with the miſery of the wicked, once at leaſt in that book which 
1 truſt we both reverence and believe, Rev xiv. 11. only there 
the phraſe is without the articles; but 1 ſhall take no ad- 
yantage of that circumſtance, as you have taken none of 
Heb, 1. 8. being only in the ſingular, you have teſtified that 
the phraſe in that place intends the ſame as in any other paſ- ' 
ſage, as it muſt, if it denotes a proper. eternity in every place. 
But as I have proved that the expreſſion there refers to the 
— of the Son, which ſhall only continue until are 
ſubdued, and then the end cometh, when he ſhall have deli- 
| yered it up to the Father, &c. I might reſt the cauſe there till 
a proper anſwer ſhould be given, But I need not reſt it on 
that paſſage alone, for Rev. xi. 15. is of the ſame kind, And 
„the ſeventh Angel ſounded, and there were great voices in 
* Heaven, ſaying, The kingdoms of this world are become 
& the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt, and he (that is 
6 Chriſt) ſhall reign eis tous aionas ton aionon, which I would 
render to the ages x pen ; and this appears to me the true, pro- 
per, and native meaning of the phraſe, 

Chriſt muſt reign over the kingdoms of this world; for that 
very purpoſe they are given to him, and {hall become his; and 
thig is according to a great number of expreſs prophecies: But 

' Unleſs you can prove that the kingdoms of this world muſt ab- 
ſolutely exiſt to all eternity, you will find it extremely difficult 
to maintain that the phraſe intends proper eternity. For in 
that caſe the world, and the works that are therein, muſt never 
be hurnt up, nor the ſeveral kingdoms thereof be annihilated. 
But as the throne, kingdom, and reign of Chriſt ſhall certainly 
end, or be delivered up to the Father, as I have obſerved before, 
it is evident that this phraſe in this place cannot poſſibly intend 
endleſs duration. 
| his is ſufficient for my purpoſe ; but perhaps if we inveſti- 
gate the matter farther, we ſhall find that this ſingular phraſe 

this place may intend only the term of a thouſand years; for 
the time of our Saviour's reign on earth, before the ſecond re- 
ſurrection, is five times c xpreſsly limited to a thouſand years in 
Rev. xx. and I think none can ſuppoſe that the kingdoms * 


To me and many others this appears to relate to ſtruQtion 


1 


fore at any rate another inſtance of this phraſe | 
period or periods that ſhall have an end. For reign 
Chriſt over the kingdoms of this world muſt have an end. 

In Rev. xxii. 5. the laſt place where this is uſed 
the New Teſtament, it is ſaid of the ſervants of God, And 
ſhall reign eis tous atonas ton aionon; or, to the ages of ages. 


uſed for a 
of 
in 


a BY if Chriſt, the great King, ſhall finally deliver up his king- 


dom to the Father, that God may be all in all, it is contrary to 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that the ſervants of God ſhall continue to 
reign, when their Lord ſhall reign no lenger. His reign is 
limited to that period when all enemies ſhall be put-under his 


"feet, and by parity of reaſoning their reign cannot be unli- 


mited and without end. | 

The paſlage in Rev. xix. 3. which you have brought as one 
of the places where this phrale is joined with the future miſery 
of mankind, will admit of ſome. diſpute. * And her ſmoke 


% roſe up eis taus aionas ton aionon; or to the ages of the ages. 


of the city Rome, which was deſcribed in the two 7 
chapters. It is evident that the city ſtanding upon ſeven hi 


that in St. John's time reigned over the kings of the earth, and 
which has been drunken with the blood of the ſaints and mar- 
- tyrs of Jeſus, can be no other but the city of Rome, and this 


is confeſſed by the Roman Catholics themſelves. This city is 
as certainly threatened with total deſtruction as ancient Baby 


was, and the concluding ſcene is, that ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt 


with fire: ſee chap. xvii. 16. xviii. 8. By this ſhe ſhall be fo 


totally deſtroyed, as to be rendered entirely uninhabitable for 


ever. Whether or not a volcano ſhall burſt out of the earth 
where that city now ſtands, or not, time muſt diſcover. This 
burning and total deſtruction muſt take place long before the 

neral conflagration, or elſe it need not be noted in fo particu- 
For a manner, neither would the kings of the earth lament the 
fate of one city, if the whole globe was at the ſame time in 


flames. It is _ therefore that this deſtruction ſhall take 


place at or before the beginning of the Millenium. But let it 
begin when it will, the ſmoke of this particular city cannot 


continue longer than the general conflagration, when the ele- 


ments ſhall melt with fervent heat, and the world and the works 


therein ſhall be burnt up. Vet we, according to the promiſe 


of God, look for the earth to be renewed after the conflagration, 
and to become the habitation of righteouſneſs; and then the 
ſmoke of even the burning world will no longer riſe up, and 

; certainly 
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certainly not the ſmoke of burning Rome. So ] think, without 
heſitation, we may venture to fay, that the phraſe as uſed in 
this place muſt certainly intend limited periods. Now what 
. muff be the meaning in ſome places, and what may be the meaning 
in all, is the true ſenſe of the words, I have ſhewn that the 
pee eis tous aionas ton aionon, muſt certainly intend ages and 
imited periods in ſome caſes, and it may, en r the leaſt ab- 
ſurdity, be ſo underſtood in all. For it is worth while for the 
Scriptures to aſſure us that God ſhall have praiſe and glory 
through all generations, as in Epheſ. iii. 21. Unto him be 
glory in the Church by Chriſt Jeſus, eis paſas tas geneas tou 

% aionos ton aionon. Amen. Which I ſhould render, Through 
all generations, to the ages of ages. So be it. And is not this 
| worthy of the Holy Spirit to declare? It is certainly good news 
for us to hear that our God, who hath been the ſame through 
all ages paſt, ſhall continue the ſame through all ages to come, 
and that he ſhall have glory, honour, and praiſe through them 
all. Our being informed in Scripture that God hath exiſted in 
all ages hitherto, doth not prevent our firmly believing that he 
exiſted from all eternity, although the Farmer Yom uſed may not 
in themſelves naturally comprehend that idea; ſo when we 
are told by the ſame authority that he liveth, or ſhall live to the 
ages of ages, it in no wiſe hinders us from believing the abſo- 
lute eternity of his exiſtence. 
When David ſays, They ſhall fear thee as long as the ſun 
« and moonendure, throughout all generations; and that there 
* ſhall be © abundance of peace fo long as the moon endureth,” 
and that his name ſhall be continued as long as the fun.” 
Pſal. bxxii. 5, 7, 17. We are not certainly obliged to believe 
the abſolute eternity of the ſun, moon, and the generations of 
men; merely becauſe the name and fear of our Lord are com- 
pared to theſe things: Neither have we any reaſon to think 
that the name and fear of God ſhall ever ceaſe, though the 
nerations of men ſhould be no more, and even though the 
fun and moon were to be deſtroyed. It is enough for a reve- 
lation deſigned for men on earth, to inform them what ſhall 
be through all generations and ages, leaving the reſt to the 
wiſdom and eſs of their great Creator, who will order 
all things well. And even upon the ſuppoſition that the words 
made uſe of in the iſes ſhould not naturally convey the 
idea of endleſs felicirh, yet we have no reaſon to diſtruſt the 
love and goodneſs of our great Creator: He will always exiſt, 
and he will always be able to make us happy in himſelf while 
he exiſts. And even ſhould our aionion glory and happineſs 
| come 


Ry 
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| gone-to an end, yet if that tate ſhould be fuscerded by s 
5 e, aionion to an exceſs,” (as you muſt know the 
words pw eis uperbolen aion:on baros dozes katergazetai 
ea. Cor. iv. 17 may be rendered) we ſhould ſuſtain in no 

age. 


» There was a time when we exiſted in our mothers' wombs ; 
God gave us the life we had there : the period came when that 
life or ſtate ended; not in death or extinction, but in another 
ſtate of life in this world; this will ſoon come to an end, when 
we hope to enter into another life, far higher and more glo- 
rious; and if that life or ſtate ſhall end in what ſhall infinitely 
exceed it, we ſhall have no reaſon to complain. In the mean 
time, as we know poſitively that God ſhall always exiſt, and 
that the ſaints be always with the Lord; that becauſe 
geſus lives they ſhall live alſo ; that they ſhall die no more, 
but poſſeſs immortality, and glory far exceeding azonion : I can 
Tee no kind of danger in aſſerting, that neither the ward aion, 
nor any of its derivatives, in any of its forms whatever, neither 
aionios nor eis tous aionas ton aionon can ſignify proper eternity, 
And having (at leaſt to my own ſatisfaction) proved that thoſe 
words are connected in the New Teſtament with things and 
times that have had or ſhall have an end, which you fo loudly 
challenge me to do, I have removed the great ohjefions you 
have raiſed againſt the reſtoration, ſo far as to leave room to 
conſider whether any thing can be advanced in its favour or 
not; for I ſhould fully agree with you, if it could be certainly 
proved that aionion ſignifies endleſs, or while God exiſts, and 
was never otherwiſe uſed; for then it would be impoſſible for 
the uniyerſal reſtoration to be true, as the damnation. of the 

wicked is ſeveral times called aionion in the New Teſtament. 
The paſſage in Rev. xiv. 11. the only place where the 
phraſe eis azonas atonon is certainly and exprefily connected with 
the future miſery of men, ſeems to confine it to the worſhip- 
rs of the beaſt and his image, and thoſe that receive his mark 
In their foreheads, or in their hands. There appears evidently 
a diſtinction in this text, but why that ſhould be the caſe, if 
all men dying ignorant of God muſt ſuffer the ſame puniſh- 

ment to all eternity, I cannot conceive. | 
The ſmoke of their torments aſcendeth up during thoſe pe- 
Tiods, whatever duration they intend; but as the burning world 
wherein they are to be tormented, is, according to the Scrip- 
tures, to be finally and completely renewed, the ſmoke muſt 
at laſt ceaſe to aſcend; and if all revolutions of time known 
among men are to ceaſe and be no more, then certainly the 
reyolutions 
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revolutions of day and night, which are better known than any | 
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have no ner night, yet if 
— end, it is n pattie ben — 


a ceaſe an — cor 
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2 —— in the whole Bible, 


ere mention is made of day and night, and no imtimation of 
Any perſon, I ſhould think, who would candidly fur 
this Gineening, man takes . | 
and uſes ſuch as avoid fixing the idea of eter- - 
ity to this moſt dreadful ſtate of miſery : If he had intended 
to this controverſy in favour of the ine of endleſs tor- 
ment, this was, the time and place for doing it; and he needed 
not have uſed many words for that purpoſe. If he had only 
ſaid, ham. ** be tormented as long as God ſhall liue it would 
the diſpute at once. But inſtead of that, he uſes 
a number of figurative expreſſions, and mentions the well 
known revolutions of day and night, as though he would limit 
their His expreſſions are evidently of ſuch a kind, 
as tocontain very terrible threatenings, and yet not ſo as wholly to 
ſhutoutthe ility of their reſtoration. ir being tormented 
in the preſence of the holy Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb: 
er it may appear to others, ſeems to me a gracious inti- 
mation, as both juſtice and mercy were intended to be 
diſplayed t the unhappy ſufferers. Their puniſhment 
is to be inflicted in the preſence of holy Angels, and of the 
merciful Lamb; the infliction of their torment is ſuch as theſe 
holy, happy, mil&and merciful beings heartily approve of; it 
ſeems to be under their immediate direction; the unhappy cri- 
minals are not wholly given. up to Devils, and caſt entirely 
away as unworthy of any further regard from their loving Crea- 
tor, and their fellow creatures, but puniſhed immediately in 
their preſence, as in the ſight of righteous Judges, who are de- 
TOA Is but not needleſs cruelty ; and 


who 
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who cannot behold, much leſs inflict puniſhment beyond the 

The other paſſage, Rev. xx. 10. where the Devil, Beaſt, 
and Falſe Prophet, are threatened with torment in the lake of 
fire and brimſtone, its duration is expreſſed much in the ſame 
manner, day and night (eis tous aionas ton azonon) literally, to 
the ages of the ages. Though this is particularly threatened to 
the three preat'deceivers of mankind, the Devil, the Beaſt, and 
the Falſe Prophet, yet as Chriſt ſhall ſentence thoſe on his left 
hand to depart into aionion fire, prepared for the Devil and 
„his angels,” I would not with to evade the force of this 
threatening; though it is only by implication that the phraſe 
before - mentioned can be 'here connected with the puniſhment 
of men, as they are liable to be caſt into the lake of fire with 
the fallen angels, though I cannot be certain that men, the 
deceived, ought to ſufter as long and painful a puniſhment as 

their deceivers. But God knows beſt ; to his righteous Judg- 
ment I would reſign this, and every other matter not certainly 
determinable by Scripture, But as the revolutions: of time, 
well known to men by the names of day and night, are men- 
tioned in this dreadful threatening, your idea of fallen creatures 
being doomed to their puniſhment after all ſuch revolutions of 
time are at an end, is totally without foundation, as may eaſily 
be diſcerned, And therefore in my turn I might call upon you 
to prove thoſe premiſes from Scripture, from which you draw 
ſuch fatal concluſions. 4 | | 
\ I have now gone through with the argument as far as the 
meaning of the words ao, aionion, &c, is concerned, and it 
will lie upon you to prove that I have miſcrepreſented, miſ- 
tranſlated, ar perverted their ſenſe, or elſe the arguments you 
have built upon them, in favour of endlc/s damzatian mult fall 
to the ground. As this is the principal point ypon which the 
merits of the cauſe depend, I ſhall here cloſe this letter, and in 
the following ſhall take notice of other arguments which you 
have made uſe of in favour of your hypotheſis ; and as we both 
profeſs to inveſtigate this point for the ſake of truth, and not 
merely for the ſake of victory, I hope that no ſecret bias of 
mind will prevent either of us from diſcovering any miſtakes 
that we may have fallen into; and I truſt, in that cafe ,which» 
ever ſhall be convinced he js in the wrong, will ſhew all readi- 
neſs to retract, : 

In hopes that this contraverſy will be managed to the glory of 
God, the good of our awn ſouls, and the welfare of thoſe who 
may read our writings, I ſubſcribe myſelf your ſincere friend, 
ang ſervant in our common Lord, &. 
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* SINCE Tfiniſhed the Pregoing Eher, eisen 
| Gi, od wa andy read over both your pamplilets upon 

and that I may compleat what I have to ſay upon 

ti ur oft ſubject, I will take notice of two a 
whi 3 ire in your ſermon and the notes: One is 
thus e the blefſed Gol had intended to have con- 
ve rog idea of limited duration, was nes abc | 
4 to-do it by words much better adapted for the pu | 
the epithet which we tranſlate eternal and ever —_ ? 2 
* on the contrary, our all- wiſe teacher had ee 
« the idea of proper eternity, can we find a 
for the ' purpoſe, on that which he has in theſe places 
„ uſed?” — | 

The firſt part of is L would anfwer by aying, When God 
gave the ceremonial diſpenſation, did he intend it to continue 
to all eternity, or even while the earth ſhould endure, and 
time ſhould laſt ? If not, why did he call thoſe ſtatutes by the 
epithet which we tranſlate everlaſting If he had intended to 
convey the idea of limited duration, was it not eaſy for him to 
do i by words much better adapted to the purpoſe, than in 
ſcores of places to call them by that very epithet which is uſed 
in Iſai vi. 15. to denote his proper eternity, and in many 
others by that word which is rendered everla/ting, and whi 
is in the fame inſpired volume frequently app ied to God's 
exiſtence ? Let this be fairly anſwered. To the latter part I 
anſwer, that in my remarks I mentioned an epithet-that would. 
have certainly conveyed the idea of endleſs duration, and would 

have put the matter wholly out of diſpute, if our Saviour had 
been pleaſed to have made uſe of it, 'viz. The wicked, or thoſe 
who die in their fins ſhall be puniſhed wh:le God ll exiſt, or 
as long as eternity ſhall laft. This you took no manner of notice 
of in your reply. 

The other is what you ſay concerning the word a aionion, in 
the notes, page 18, your words are thele—* I have no incli- 
© nation to offend, nor do I think it any juſt cauſe of offence, 
« if I obſerve, that there is ſomething very extraordinary in 
* theſe Gentlemen. They are not ſatisfied with the common 
* tranflation, eternal and everlaſting ; and yet they cannot give 
any other. They therefore change the Engliſh word into 
„Greek, with an Engliſh termination, and call it aionion pu- 

(6 1 ent. If they would => uniform, and thus change — 
wo 


| (wy | 
t word in all paſſages where it is uſed ; we ſhould then have 


* aionion God, aiomon ghery,- aionion life, and ſo on, Were all 


&« parties, who are reduced to Gmilar — to. take the ; 


My dear Sir, if, as you ay, you TELL to of 
, yet did you > thi: to render us ridicu- 
lous in the eyes of the vulgar ? it not tend to convey an 
idea that there is ſome hidden deſign in our uſing the word 
D ght W aionion 


— you have deve this oy 
NT ner men wn I. py fs, becauſe of 
the difficulty of exactly rendering it by one Engliſh word, not 
from any hidden deſign ; the noun azon is eaſily rendered by 
the Engliſh word age ; but as the language — ſpeak has no 


word formed from age correſponding to aionion, * was el 


to retain the word, or coin a new one, which wo 
found uncouth ; Þut if the word aion, which is the root, be 
rightly tranſlated age, then it is obvious that aionion ſignifies 
Tae to, or continuing for the age, be it longer or ſhorter. If 
ht form the word age-leſing, or ages-laſiing, it wu 
— my ſenſe of the word aionzon, I would alwa 
vour to ſpeak in the moſt determi manner, but 1 am not 
able, =. inflance, $00.59 2 54 y as I could wiſh, owi 
to the ambiguity of words; and perhaps you yourſelf fil 
the ſame. difficulty ſometimes, which ſhould teach you to have 
on others. But notwithſtanding the difficulty of 
ring the word * into proper Eng yet all perſons 
may have ſome idea of its meaning, when they are informed 
of the exact meaning of the Gl from which it is de; 
Fived. Thus if the word aion means eternity, the word aionio!, 
as formed from it, muſt mean eternal; but as I have ſhewed, 
from the frequent uſage oe words derived from it in the New 
Teſtament, that it cannot intend always exiſting, but muſt 
in my places be rendered 45 and may in all, we 


b 410 


"leaſt abſurdity, therefore the word ain muſt be underſtood u 


belonging to age or aget, even though our 1: has no 
word He that will f ane there, 


LETTER Ih 


REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, 


| 1* my laſt I confined myſelf chiefly fo the meining 
1 of the word aion, and the words derived therefrom ; and 
although, in | general, ſtriving about words is unprofitable and 
vain, yet in this controverſy, it is abſolutely neceſſary to take 
r for as you rightly obſerve; © on 
one fade the controverſy, is decided by it.“ For if the word 
rendered everlaſlingin the New. Teſtament, always intends enu- 
' befs duration, and is never uſed in any other ſenſe in the ſacred 
writings, (as it muſt not be if fo weighty a point as endleſs dam- 
nation is to be determined by it) then it would be impoffible for 
any r prove the reſtoration of thoſe who die in their 
ſins. I truſt I have made the contrary to appear by the uſage 
of the word in many paſſages of Scripture, and might have ad- 
9 more. I ſhall therefore proceed in this letter to take 
notice of the remainder of your ſermon upon this ſubject. 
Tour enquiry in the 21 page, Whether we know of any 
&« language by which the Sacred Writers could have conveyed 
the idea of proper A in a more full and expreflive man- 
« ner, og they had intended to convey that idea?” 
be eaſily anſwered out of your ſermon. You yourſelf 
dear Sir, have found out ſuch language, as has conveyed the 
_ idea of endleſs damnation in ſo full and expreſſive a mantier, 
that I am at no loſs to know that you intended to convey that 
idea in your ſermon, and if the ſacred writers had uſed theſame 
expreſſions (and doubtleſs they knew how if they had pleaſed 
then yoy would never have had occaſion to have written again 
me on this head: for I ſhould never have believed, far leſs at- 
tempt to prove that they held the reſtoration of all mankind. 
For it would be poſs fo any ENG 


3 
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believe endleſs damnation, by what you have written in this ſer- 
mon alone. And I ſuppoſe you ſeldom preach a ſermon, but 
make uſe of ſuch expreſſive language as convinces all that 
you, that you believe that exzleſs miſery will be the portion 
of all who die in their fins, from which they ſhall never be re- 
leaſed while God himſelf ſhall exiſt. I am fully of the opinion 
that if the Scriptures had ſpoken as plainly in r of endleſs 
daranation as you have done, there could have been no diſpute 
about it. But in all the ſpecimens of the * 
that we read in the book of Acts, we find not a word of endle/s 
nor even ajonion-damnation, and yet their preaching was very 
ſucceſsful ; a plain proof that thoſe who preach up endleſs mi- 
are not always the moſt ſucceſsful in turning ſinners from 
their ſins, though you ſeem to intimate that ſuch only are likely 

to be inſtrumentsof good to mankind. | 
If I have proved that atenton does not ſignify in itſelf endleſs, 
and that it is certainly uſed in the New Teſtament for that 
- Which is limited, then I have anſwered the principal part of 
your firſt book, and the doctrine of the reſtoration may be true, 
| — 4 with the threatenings of aionion puniſhment, Whe- 
x 
8 


; not I have really done fo, muſt be left to the ſerious 


udgment. 


| | I think thatit will be difficult for you to prove that this avon, 
1 5 and that which is to come, is perlecliy uivalent with endle/s 


duration; could you fairly do this I. would 1 the point to 
you without further debate. But directly the contrary ap- 
pears to me from the words, for this aioni muſt end, or there 
could be none to come, and the ſame word aioni is uſed for the 
preſent age, and for that which is to come. The arom or age to 
come is to be put in ſubjection to Jeſus our Lord, as well as the 
preſent, and he ſhall reign not on y during the age to come but 
even to the ages to come, yet an end ſhall come; and he ſhall 
_ deliver up the kingdom to the Father, that God, may be all in 
all. et me aſk you, if it is as you ſay, that the aioni to come 
oo endleſs duration, how there can be 5 in St. 
co 


Faul words when he talks of the ages to „wherein 
will hey the exceedingrichesof his grace in his kindneſs towards : 
= | us, through Jeſus Chriſt ? If the aioni-or age to come can never 
| | 0 end, how is it E that there ſhould ever be an aig/f or agest 

1 come? But as there certainlyſhall be ages plural, to come, there- 
| | "fore gion ſingular, age, muſt come to an end. And thus the force 
of your firſt paſſage page 24 ĩs ſet aſide as to its certainly proving 
1 I damnation: : 8 * F | by f a T, | 

Jr « ' 6 5 9 


ka 


Tay a 
To ybur argument upon the ſecond paſlige, the things tub 


are ſeen are temporal, but the things which are not ſeen are aionion} 


1 anſwer, that it is worthy of even wiſdom itſelf to make an 


antitheſis between a very ſhort period and a very long duration, 
though neither ſhould be e What wiſe man would not 
endure a moment's inconvenience for the ſake of a great advan- 
tage tlrat he ſhould derive therefrom, and that ſhould engure + 
for many years? And might he not ſay with great propriety, 


The pain and inconvenience that I ſhall endure is but for a 


moment, but the advantage ſhall be permanent and long that I 
ſhall. 'derive - therefrom? There is always ground ſufficient 
for an antitheſis if there is any very great difference be- 
tween the oppoſite terms. So that I cannot ſee how the 
force. and meaning of the paſſage is deſtroyed, or in the leaſt in- 
gured, by ſuppoſing that aionion belongs to the age to come, and 
which, though it ſhall certainly end, ſufficiently exceeds the 
preſent both in duration and glory, to afford ground for the an- 
l I wiſh, with ſubmiſſion, to aſk you a queſtion concerning the 
| ing verſe 2 Cor. iv. 17, where the Apoſtle ſays *© For our 
light affliction which is but for a moment worketh for us a gl 

far exceeding aionion,” or as the original words may be rendered, 
—_— aionion to an exceſs; the queſtion I wiſh to aſk you 
is this, If aionien in itſelf fignifies endleſs, as you ſay it does in 
all places of the New Teſtament, how can any thing be {aid to 
exceed aionion? and eſpecially to exceed aionion to an exceſs? 
Nothing can be more than end/e/s, and if aionion means endleſs, 
how can it be exceeded ſo very far as St. Paul expreſſes it? 


And as you ſay that the word atonion refers only to duration, 


I would thank you to ſolve this which appears to me as a diffi- 


culty upon your ſyſtem. WW —_ 
T . r text, 


exprefling the puniſhment of the wicked, and the lite of the 


righteous in the kingdom prepared for them, I have conſidered 
before. The ſame words are ſometimes applied in Scripture in 


the ſame paſſages to very different ſubjects, there is, therefore, no 
neceſſity of believing that all the ſubjects to which the ſame 
words are applied mult be alike in duration, I can ſee no rea- 


ſon why the Old Teſtament ſhould be erroneousany more than 


the New, and yet the prophet Habakkuk fays in one verſe, 
„The everlaſting mountains were ſcattered, the perpetual 
hills did bow, his ways are everlaſting.” Hab. iii, 6. I hope we 
are not obliged to ſuppoſe that the hills and mountains ſhall en- 
dure as long as he ways of God, merely, becauſe they are all 

C 4 mentioned 


| be that belivvrth net the San /ball not ſee life, but 
| Tau. But while he continues in unbelief, be 


plied to them. S tt yh 39 
But ©, cnn pred magna yy parts of 


the prepared of the Father for 


A and hs ain pt and to be ſucceeded by another 

more glorious diſpenſation, as St. Paul 'declares, I cannot 
2 puniſbment intends endleſs miſery.” And I 
nuſt ſay that I have not ſenſe enough to diſcern any horrid re- 
ion that is caſt upon the blefled Saviour by thus 
word azon:en, more chan it is a reflection upon 


laſting, TED the ie —— I will ſay, by 
the ſame rule, that our Saviour only intended thoſe aionion re- 
wards 8 to continue till the end of the media- 


R . 6. Tre have brought out of St. ohn's chap. 
of mon Jpg 

ſelf, 2 5 miſe 

ferre of the —— I know and am 


4 ogra of bis diſcourſe” requires us to underſtand him, He 
e -who does not now, in this world, believe on the Son of God, 
* ſhall never enjoy _—_— I ſhould never have 
attempted to argue againſt it. And i 1 — 
one fuch 1 New Teſtament, (to which for 
brevity's ſake we will agree to confine ourſelves in this enquiry) 
4 will immediately fabmit; and openly retract all that I have 
written or fpoken in defence of the Univerſal Reſtoration, It 
ſeems N tas * Holy 1 55 —_ not ſpeak as plain and 


. WP 


ws * 


" | direct 


God exiſtence, was it not eaſy for him te ſay ſo, once at 


whole Bible? And if there was ſuch a paſſage, I 


wicked: and the unrighteous ſhall not enter into 
you 


(yſtern of the Reſtoration at once. Divines in general affrm this 
r and ſuppoſe it muſt be 
d, which they ought to prove. For upon tis one queſtion 


wrong; and if it be fo I wilh to ſee it. 
the unrigbteous /hall not inherit the kingdom of God, 


« wicked from their mifery, and reſtore them to happineſs, after 
* they have been pu for a ſeaſon?” Sermon, 29. 
What ! do you then ehat 1 believs that the viirkneogs 
ſhall i the kingdom of God while they remain ſuch? 

reſtoration « men, u wi your point. MI 
I not ſay, with — phopriery, that indy — veg 
was, is now, or that ever ſhall be wicked, ſhould ever to eter- 
nity-enter into the kingdom of God, then thoſe words of the 
Apoſtle cannot be true This reaſoning would cut off all the 
hopes of the living as well as the dead. According to your 
ideas, if God ſhould deſign to deliver loſt fouls from their mi- 
ſery, he muſt admit them into his kingdom in their fins, and 
thereby fallify his word; but I believe that it is his pleaſure, 
and that he will firſt deliver them from their ſins, and then 
deliver them from their miſeries. Do endeavour, in your 
future writings on this ſubject, to ſtate my ſentiments right, 
and do not repreſent that I ſuppoſe the wicked HD be deli- 
* miſery, and reflored to happineſs. What I believe is, 
that thoſe who ſometime were diſobedient, ſhall be delivered from 
fin, and made capable of happineſs, and that this divine proceſs 
of grace upon the hearts of inn 
| | preient 
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life. Theſe are my ſentimerits, and when you « 
irly overthrow them by Scripture, I ſhall freely yield them — 
n it to you and others, whe ae 
the Reſtoration, to ſtudy to 5 4 7 ſcheme you — 
te better, and then you will know that we beheve that the 
e who overcome. and endurt 10 the end, ſhall 
ven at all to any others but them, far Jeſs to the 9 
nner, and the 5545 apeſlate. The peculiar —— 
Abt vis nctoae ll ec cer frm fs | 
a part in the fit reſurrection, a crqwn of hfe, a erawn of r 
64160, a crown of glory that fadeth =- [24k a ſeat with 25 
upon his throne, power over the nations, as he received o ; rg 
2 They ſhall be heirs of God, and joint heirs with Cbriſt, 
d fol reign with him on the earth, and —— inberit all vr 
Theſe are ſuch 7 as only belong to overcomers, 
„F Ae any but thoſe who are a kind of 
firſt fruits of Gs; and is not this ſtate of 2 | 
ſufficient encouragement to avoid fn, and an 
eminence to the ſaints and faithful? Muſt God never bring in in 
Ds. neral harveſt, becauſe he brings in ſome as firſt fruits? 
no portion for the reſt of his creatures but endleſs mi- 
fog! 1s there no medium in his plan between the higheſt glory 
dignity of princes, and the torments of the lake of fire and 
| brimfigne while b he exiſts? Muſt ſome, whoſe real character 
5 juſt one grain ſuperior to ſome of the loſt, be raiſed to 
Fade t lories of the kingdom of God, while thoſe who 
ſeate from them at all, 2 | 
png fe . fire? Yet this is one of the conf . 
pour ſcheme, for between the heights of virtue and — | 
of vice, there are perhaps many millions of , and 
deſcend by ſuch nice gradations, that none -but s eye can 
diſcern the diſtinction, nor tell where virtue ends and vice be- 
ins. And as moſt of the human race are of mixed characters, 
K without ſom& fault, and few without ſome virtue, and this 
_commonily is the caſe, even to the hour of death, how contrary 
it is to reaſon to ſuppoſe that part of thoſe who die with a mix- 
ture of good and evil in them, ſhall be inſtantly raiſed to the 
greateſt joys. of Heaven, without the leaſt intermediate proceſs 
to prepare them for ſuch glory, and that others, but little infe- 
rior to them, ſhall be immediately doomed to endleſs mie, 
"oor the ſmalleſt chance of deliverance, ſo long as God 
exiſts 
Upon the whole, I think God may fully reward: the obedi- 
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r Fir 

| xd i that caſe 3 ill be hard to prove that hi 

rothe obedient neceſſarily imply, that all thoſe who 
conformity to Sed, mat . | 


whit caſe a lad, about which ſuch 
e t w you argue in a tre- 
mendous manner, page 30, 31, 32, is n worthy of 
attention, and, it was one of the objections which preſented 
a bom mind, when I began to be convinced of the uni- 
verſal Reſtoration. I have endeavoured candidly to anſwer it 
| la ay 5 — the Reſtqration. I have there ſhewn, 
that Job, who knew. that his Redeemer lived, and that he 
riſe to glory and immortality, and behold his God with 
joy; par , who knew himſelf to be called and ſent of 
God, and that the Lord was with him as a mighty terrible 
one, "and that his enemies ſhoyld be confounded ; both _ 
the of their birth, and wiſhed that had never 
e ig rhe $a yy ig en gh 
endu t a ERS 
were = worthy 4 named in the ſame age with the miſc- 
| rin of Jude. "| anole that both Job and — bad an 
Adea, that they might have exiſted, and been happy hereafter, 
if they had never been born. Certain — . that he 
ſhould have been where the wicked ceaſe 1 — troubling, and 
where the weary are at reſt; that he ſhould have re "with 
and counſellors: of the earth, and with Princes, &c. 
But you think I make uſe of that idea as a Kind of evaſion to 
ſerve a turn, I can aſſure you I did not mean it as ſuch, but 
ſuppoſed that comparing Scripture with Scripture was the moſt 
| method of Aale out the general meaning and tendency 
e ſame. _ 
3 will not alloy that the words of Job and 
Jeremiah way Acc tec with the words of our "Fx yet 
what do you of the words of Solomon ? Did he write by 
N or wes He has declared, that, © If a man beget 
« an hundred children, and live many years, ſo that the days of 
&« his years be many, and his ſoul be not filled with good, and 
* alfo.that he — no burial; I ſay that an untimely birth is 
better than hes For he (the 8 birth) cometh in 
* with vanity, and 9 in darkneſs, and his name ſhall 
& he covered with darkneſs. Moreover, he hath not ſeen the 
« ſun, nor known any thing: This hath more reſt than the 
« other. Yea, though he live a thouſand years twice-told, yet 


« hath he ſeen no Bod: (or nothing worth being born for). 


[8] OY 

Er {poi th of hive ben bark 
Keds vi. 7 4 „6. Here a of great and 
this ife, i dechred to be worſe ; 
an untimely birth, that hath never ſeen the fur. 
ſhould live in health and eaſe e- my 
al- 


_ Judge. Tale your choice, either Sokwtion's 
true, or our Saviour's 9 — 
| baton 2p ee . l ever 
ten thouſand myriads in Hell 
Wel ear in ul mie 

or could not ſay, If, . wert, oh 
| er, ſhould fuffg in Hel ten LR 
44 and then be reſtored to Divine © favour, and ade 
OY er oe? for him to have had 
. «© -exiftence, than not to have exiſted. I confeſs I had much 
rather never have exiſted, than to have been the perſon who 
| betrayed the Saviour of Mankind, and to be 
mat oe ponent of Hell for one age, let alone ten 


Mark ix, 43, „47, 48, is the moſt 
terrible i — * "i G 47:46. i pdf Wie bl 


he doubtleſs dec ben f. neceſſary to uſe choſe moſt en 
expreſſions. I acknowled that the word obſer Fig fipnifies un- 
33 and it is à fearful thing'to that fire: But 
us remember, that it cannot de impoſſible with God to ex- 
tinguiſh it, or cauſe it to ceaſe, or to deliver men "out of it, 
if he pleaſes. e 
rich man's entering into the of God 
eaſier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle (whi 
we all know to be a natural impoſſibility) than for a rich man 
to enter into the ki of God. e diſci 
heard it were aſtoniſhed As well 
they might be) an and fad, * Who PY W 
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Fou are, doubtleſs; well fativfied, that endleſs damnation is 


> | the dotrine of. the New Teſtament: "time was when I was 


ſo myſelf, (and therefore F can eafily bear with you) 
chankas cus ww the evifince 2 cho ova doBrine 
appeared ſoplain to me, as brought me to believe it,: ter ſeveral 
years. ſerious examination, contrary to my own darl 
nions, the prejudice of education, and the opinion of Am my 
all my proſpects in life; and even though I had 
* er ofthe oppoſite dodtrine mare thin ten year. 
you may come to think different! * 6orker, this 
"Thad once as little thought of ever de 
ion as you have now. I am apt to think that bbw 
rather the advantage of you, having been of your ſentiments, 
and ſhould have remained fo until now, if the evidence in fa- 
wur of the Reſtoration of all men had not appeared to me ir- 
reſiſtible. It is poſſible that I may have expreſſed myſelf in 
| favour of this doctrine in language that you may think is far 
too ſtrong}; but you will pleaſe e to keep in mind that ] was as 
it were compelled to embrace it by what appeared to me the 
- moſt ſolid evidence. In the mean time, it ſounds 
in my ears to hear you ſay, that che doctrine of endleſs damna- 
tion — — le youu. — * 
< tures aſſert ve 
« affert the bo in 24 — of thoſe who tO ih 2: 
s unconverted ſtate.” Theſe, and numerous ſuch like ꝓaſ- 
fages, found in your Sermon, appear to me contrary to 
truth, and are calculated to prejudice your hearers againſt 
the doctrine of the Reſtoration, and to prevent free enquiry. 
The intimations you _ out, as though we encourage 
men to delay repentance, and put off the conſideration of 
ture realities, and trifle with Divine threatenings, &c. and to 
90 on in fin, truſting to be at laſt delivered from miſery, are 
certainly contrary to what I endeavour to hold forthwith all the 
ſeriouſneſs I am able, warning men to flee from the wrath to 
eome, and perſuading all that I can to be earneſt in ſeeking the 
Lord. Neither have I any reaſon to conclude that the doc- 
trine of the Reſtoration leads to a life of care leſsneſs, but quite 
the contrary. - 
Tour note reſpecting the word kola/is, in page _—_ 
cauſed me to think that you had ſeen my letter to * 
Iogon, before your book was publiſhed, as the — you 
fpeak of was in that piece, but fince you have denied it ſo po- 
fatively, I am at a ſtand, though from that and ſeveral other 
* evidences, 7 had not the leaſt doubt bur you- — 


4 


— 


. 

read my letter before your Sermon was out of che preſs, and 
accordingly I mentioned it without heſitation in my remarks} 
but if | Fai that which was falſe, I certainly did it ignoraiitly, 
and I ſincerely aſk your pardon. Though I believe when the 
following circumſtances are calmly conſidered, it will be judged 
by moſt that I had ſome reaſon to think that what I wrote” was 


true. | 

Lou had aſked me more than once reſpe&ing my anſwer to 
Mr. De Coetlogon, and told me that you was going to publiſh, 
but that you wiſhed to ſee my letter firſt: Aeco „ as 
ſoon as it was printed, I brought it with my own to 
your door, and though I did not give it to you myſelf, I had 
no doubt but you faw and it directly. I concluded 
alſo, that you ſent me your Sermon immediately upon its bein 
publiſhed, and I did not receive it until nearly a week h 


elapſed after I left my letter at your houſe. And when I came | 


to read your note above-mentioned, wherein you noticed what I 
had quoted from Mr. Petit Pierre, I imagined it more —_— 
that you had glanced at my pamphlet than at this book, 
the more fo, becauſe you 2 It has been lately ſuggeſted, 
that the word kola/is, which, in our text, is rendered puniſb- 
ment, does not — puni/hment, but correction, and cor- 
. rxection is not ſuppoſed to be everlaſting.” y 
But I ſhould not have written a ſingle line upon this matter, 
; g of no conſequence in itſelf, if you had not denied, to 
my friends that you ever ſaw my anſwer to Mr. de Coetl — 


bein 
before your ſermon was publiſhed, and have 

fame to the world in your fix letters. Which made it 

for me to take ſome notice of it, and to give the public ſome rea- 

ſons for what I aſſerted, perhaps without ſufficient ground. 
For after all it is poſſible, and [I charitably believe, that you read 
the paragraph you notice in Petit Pierre's book, and not in my 
letter, and that my pamphlet either did not come into your 
hands immediately after I left it at your door, or your ſermon was 
publiſhed ſeveral days before you ſent me a copy, By any, ar 
all of theſe ways, the miſtake will fall upon. me, and you will be 
clear. I am always willing to rectify any miſtakes that I may 
inadvertently have fallen into. It was convenient for me to notice 
it here rather than elſewhere ; and I hope I ſhall ſtill learn more 
of a leſſon which I have endeavoured to practiſe many years, 
not to judge raſbiy, or according to the outward appearance, but 
to ſuſpend my judgment till I gain a knowledge of -the cauſe. 

The word l is not very often uſed either in the Greek 
New Teſtament, or in the Septuagint, and — we muſt 

| etermine 
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determine the ſenſe of it by other authors. The author 
quoted by Mr. Petit Pierre ſor the uſe of the word among 
— wh I judged were very reſpectable, and therefore I ci 
them. Every one acquainted with thoſe authors has liberty 
of judging for himſelf. But J have no objection againſt the 
word puny/Þment ; it is frequently uſed in other parts of the 
Scripture : And I agree with you, that the proof of the eter- 


FS 


nity of miſery does not depend ſo much upon the meaning of 


the word kolg/is as upon the word aionion, which I bave endea- 
voured fincerely and faithfully to examine, and from a delibe- 
rate review of the controverſy, 1 am for myſelf fully perſuaded, 
that no ſuch thing as abſolute eternity is neceſſarily intended by it. 
But I truſt —2 appear, that the doctrine of the Reſtoration 
does not depend upon criticiſms upon one or two Greek words, 
but is a doctrine of plain truth, written upon the very face of 
the New Teſtament. And if it be not fo, I will, when con · 
vinced, give it up. As I have, however, ſuffered much on 
the account of it, and which has all been in vain, if the doc- 
trine itſelf is falſe, I will endeavour to examine the matter to 
the utmoſt of my power, and be fully perſuaded that I have 
really made a miſtake before | retract. | 


- Ithink there is but one argument more in your ſermon but 
what I have noticed, and that is reipotling the infinity of fan, 
that it · i a crime of infinite magnitude, becauſe God is a be- 
ing infinite majeſty and perfection. Every crime juſtly 
« demerits puniſhment proportioned to its malignity ! — CON» 
« ſequently every offence againſt God, demerits infinite pu- 
« niſhment. No mere creature can ever ſuffer an infinity of 
e puniſhment in any limited duration. It follows therefore, 
« thata ſinner deſerves to be eternally puniſhed, Farther ; every 
« man is under infinite obligations to devote himſelf wholly to 
« the ſervice of God, his infinitely glorious creator, preſerver, 
«. and benefactor. To violate, an infinite obligation, is to 
% commit a crime of infinite malignity. A crime of | 


infinite 
« malignity, deſerves infinite puniſhment, Can it ever be 
« proved then, that everlaſting is not the pay deſert of a life 
« of fin!” This is your argument in all its ſtrength, quot- 
ed from your own words. Afterwards you add, It is eaſy 
« to ſneer at any thing, if we are but prophane enough ſo to 
« treat ſacred truth. But I apprehend, that this argument, 
« trite and common as it is, never was, nor ever will be fairl 
« anſwered,” Ser. page 30. This by the aſſiſtance of God 


will endeavour fairly to an{wer, without /ucering or prophancne/s, 


former. Thou haſt ſaid unto Jehow 
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8 judge any thing of the kind 
badneſs of he, Para orb fuck methods. 
If fin is infinite, then we muſt aſcribe to it one of the .perfec- 
tions of the Deity, which ſtrikes me as ſamething abſurd, if not 
| e; fin, a privation, an a& of a worm, infinite ? 


nothing ſo much as the 


Actions muſt, in my opinion, take their denomination from the 
aQtors, and not from the objects. Infinite actions, or actions of 

ug ape magni uireinfinite power to perform them. If 
in is 


power from God to the performance of it. But if you grant 
that wag a ſpoke * — 7 in Nala xvi. 
may be at once furni with a that even goodneſs, 

in the higheſt ſtate in which it ever was exhibited in 1 
was not conſidered as of infinite 5 by the great per- 
„Thou art my ; my 


-4* goodneſs extendeth not to thee. But to the ſaints that are in the 


earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight.” 
Ver. 2. 3. If acts of goodneſs were of infinite magnitude they 


muſt extend to God, but the ſpeaker, in theſe words, be he who 
he may, David or Chriſt, was careful to let us know that he did 


not conceive his acts of goodneſs infinite. And if acts of 
. to evil 


the creature. 


—— 


ſephus frequently mentions it, for a very great multitude. And 


thus it is uſed by many good au who certainly do notmean 
to uſe it in the firſt and proper ſenſe of the word. The Sacred 
Writer, in the uded to, takes particular care to guard 
us againſt any ſuch idea, as though ſin was of infinite magni- 
tude, or even virtuous and righteous aCtions, which _ far 
nearer to infinity, as having their ſource from the fountain of 
infinite goodneſs. For Eliphaz ſays, * Can a man be profitable 
* unto God, as he that is wiſe may be profitable unto himſelf? 


* Is it any pleaſure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous ? 


« or is it gain to him that thou makeſt thy ways perfect? 
„Will he reprove thee for fear of thee? Will he enter with 
« thee into Judgment? Is not thy wickednels great? and thine 
„ iniquities infinite?” Job. xxii. 2—5. And language very 
ſimilar to the above is uſed by Elihu, ** If thou ſinneſt, what 


« doeſt thou againſt him? or if thy tranſgreſſions be multiplied, 
4 what doeſt thou unto him D thou be righteous, what ow 


| = 


ite magnitude, goodneſs is more ſo, as deriying a a 
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& thou him? or what receiveth he of thine hand? Thy wick- 
& edneſs may hurt a man as thou art, and thy righteouſneſs 


t may profit the ſon of man.” Jab. xxxv. 6—1—8. 


Theſe expreſſions, if they teach any thing, I ſhould think 
expreſſty declare, that no actions of men can by any mean be 
of infinite magnitude, in the ſenſe in which we commonly un- 
derſtand that word; though their numbers and magnitudes 
may be ſo great as tobe ſtiled finite, as the word is ſometimes 
uſed. 8 5 12 : 4:1 


every offence againſt God demerits infinite puniſhment. If the 
caſe be fo, does it not tend entirely to take away the diſtinction 
which God hath made between ſins of. infirmity and fins of 
malice, ſins of ignorance and fins of wilfulneſs, leſſer and 
greater ſins? All fins are offences againſt God, and if every of- 
— againſt God is of infinite magnitude, how can any be 
iter and thus the diſtinctions are entirely deſtroyed, and all 
| — will be eſteemed equal, contrary to the whole tenor of the 
Scriptures. ud Nen! L 
Ik every - offence againſt God demerits infinite puniſhment, 
then it will follow, that God cannot render to any accordin 
to their ways, nor puniſh them as their iniquities 2 unleſs 
they are doomed to &ndle/s miſery; what then will become of all 
- thofe threatenings where God threatens to puniſh people for all 
their iniquities, and yet to-fhew favour to them afterwards ? this 
is impoſſible upon your plan, for none can ever receive all the 
puniſhment due to their {uns during numberleſs ages. Yet if 
the word of God be true, he can deal with tranſgreſſors as they 


have done, and yet be gracious to them afterwards. For thus 


* faith Adonai IEHO VAN, I will even deal with thee as thou 
„ haſt done, which haſt deſpiſed the oath: in breaking the co- 
„ yenant. Nevertheleſs, I will remember my covenant with 
e theein the days of thy youth; and 1 will eſtabliſh unto thee 
an evcrlaſting covenant. That thou mayeſt remember and 
ebe confounded, and never open thy mouth any more be- 

«. cauſe of thy ſhame, when I am pacified towards thee for all 

$6 27 _ haſt done, faith Adonai JEHQVAH,” . Ezck, xvi, 
+ Fr, 18 an inſtance to the purpoſe, of thoſe whoſe ſins were 
K the deepeſt die, and to whom God threatens to deal as they 
had done, and to puniſh them for all their numerous and aggra- 
vated tranſgreſſions, and yet to remember mercy for them — 
wards, and to be pacified towards them for all that they had done. 
All which things would be abſolutely impoſſible, according to 


your 


You aſſert, in conſequence: of your ideas of infinite ſin, hat 


a co a. © Am 
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your ideas. In many other parts of Scripture God promiſes to 
render to tranſgreſſors according to their works and ways, and 
et to be afterwards gracious unto. them. And in one . at 
where God is declaring the great merdts which he will 
manifeſt unto the children of Ifrael, in returning them to their 
own land, and cauſing them to dwell ſafely therein, he ſays, 
And firſt, I will recompenſetheir iniquity, and their fin doub/e? 
4 hecanſe they have defiled my land, they have filled mine 
«_ inheritance with the carcaſes of their deteſtable and abomi⸗ 
4 nable things.” Jer. xvi. 18. What do you think of this? 
If every offence is of infinite magnitude, and deſerves infinite 
puniſhment, which can never be fully executed, then how can 
God puniſh a people for a/ their iniquities, and ds to the great- 
_ eſt 'fmners as they have done, yea, and recompence their ini- 
quity, and their fin double firſt, and then be gracious to them; 
and love —— — be — towards them afterwards ? And 
the prophet Iſaiah ſays, * Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, 
* faith your God. "Speak ye — to Jeruſalem, and 
6 cry unto her, that her warfare is accompliſhed, that her ini- 
« quity is pardoned : for ſhe hath received of the Loxp's hand 
&-/ DOUBLE for ALL HER SINS.“ Ifai. xl. 1,2, Here a fat is 
faid io be accompliſhed, which upon your ſcheme can never be 
done to all eternity; for if every offence againſt God is of infi- 
nite magnitude, and deſerves infinite puniſhment, none can ever 
have received //ug/c for one of their /ins, far leſs DoUBLE for ALI. 

And therefore nothing can — be more evidently con- 
trary to Scripture than your trite and common argument, that 
as, every fin is of infinite magnitude, ſo it juſtly demerits inti- 
nite puniſhment, which as no mere creature can hear, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ſubject all who are recompenſed accordingtotheir own 
doings to endle/s miſery. 

Beſides, if I was to grant you, contrary to Scripture reaſon and 
common ſenſe, that every oftence is of inanite magnitude, and 
naturally deſerves infinite puniſhment: Tow would you prove 
from that the certainty of end/e/s miſery Mo you make no- 
thing of the reconciliation. which our Lord Jeſus has made for 
all ſinners, and for all /ins ? | 

Let me aſk you ſeriouly, Did not Chriſt make a full and com 

lete offering and propitiation for the ſins of the whole world? 
t is not certain that his merits were far greater than the deme- 
rits of all mankind? Is he not the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the ſin of the world ? It Chriſt died for all men, without 
exception, as you grant, and removed all their miquities, and 
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bore them away, and reconciled all t God by his death whik 
they were enemies much more as he has paid fo great a 
ſor their Gi rniam, he will er ou of then loſt ear, 
and fave them by his liſe. Where fin abounded, grace dd 
ITE more abound, Lg mehr yn 
*« unto even io t rei 

by Jefos Chi 


« unto eternal life, out Fi cod: „Rom. v, 20. 21, 


.». I conclude, 7 be ever fo , the of God is 
fee, and if you will have it that s of i infinite magnitude, 


he 


will _ deny the + 20g — of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
MENT for ol ſame character. Therefore if you, 
fin, — — — Iwill 
vour to magnify the all powerful Redeemer above it, and 
k of his power to redeem all the human race, for whom he 
his blood. And then you will gain — in favour of 
the doctrine of endleſs damnation, by we arguments 
r the infinity of ſin: oy being far more infinita 
to ſave, ſin can be to deſtroy ; — — 
redeem: and bring back thoſe who were laſt, there is no dans 
Se — "=P 
As I have now candidly gone through your ſermon, and 
—— anſwers that appear — is to me to make m 
1ts you have uſed in favour of endleſs miſery, I hall 


= FO and ſubſcribe myſelf, 
| | Tour ſincere friend, & 
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LETTER ILL 
'RREYEREND AND DEAR sin, 


HAVING in my laft finiſhed what I had to ſay upon your 
Sermon I come in this letter to make ſome obſervations 
on your Six Letters to the Rev. Mr. Boyce. You beſt know 
why you directed your letters to that venerable Gentleman 
agamſt whom had before written with great keenneſs and 
ſeverity, and alſo why you gave only the initials of his name 
and place of abode. eſe circumſtances are nothing to the 
merits of the cauſe in which we are engaged, and therefore I 
ſhall paſs them Over. | 

As I do not feel the leaſt bitterneſs of ſpirit againſt you, I 
hope you will be diſpoſed to give what I now write, not only a 

/t reading, but a ſecond peruſal, before you lay it by for ever. 

deed, my dear Sir, I ſhould net think it politic in a contro- 
verhal writer, to begin by repreſenting his antagoniſt as too 
weak to require a reply, and thus by treating him at firſt with 
contempt, leſſen his own honour in conquering him. For my 


' own part, however I may differ from you, I ſhall never 


to treat you either with contempt or diſreſpect, I acknowledge 
you my ſuperior iu age, natural abilities, learning, experience, 
&c, and, if in this conteſt I ſhould be thought to gain any ad- 
vantage over you, it muſt be owing to the goodneſs of the cauſe 
in which Iam engaged, and by no means to my fuperior man- 
ner of managing it. But being at preſent firmly perſuaded 
what I hold upon this ſubject is the very truth of God's word, 
I freely enter the liſts with you, and ſhall endeavovr to vindi- 
cate what I believe ; heartily wiſhing that wherever the truth 
is found, it may a „and be received. Errors and miſtakes 
in judgment can do us no good, and may do us harm, I would 
ſincerely wiſh to get rid of mine, and ſhall, I truſt, 
kindly thank the triendly hand that ſhall ſhew them to me. 
As your firſt letter only ſtates in brief the arguments whi 


you have more at large confidered in your Sermon, and whi 


D 3 I have 


( 38] 


I have endeavoured to anſwer in my two foregoing letters: 1 
ſhall therefore paſs it over, and proceed to the ſecond. 

In your ſecond letter you have not mentioned my name, but 

have Cane ſix pages in ſhewing the importance of the doctrine 

of endleſs puniſhment ; and I agree that the doctrine of a future 

ſtate of rewards and puniſhments is highly important, and is of very 

great conſequence, and ſhould not only be firmly believed, but 

conſtantly realized, and always kept in view. But whether 

the Scriptures threaten endle/s or limited puniſhments, is the 

grand. queſtion between us at preſent, and I conceive it to be of 


very great importance indeed. You think I am extravagant in 


ſaying, **.No controverſy of equal importance with this was ever 
e preſented to mankind.” However that may be, I do not at 
preſent recollect that. I have ever ſaid any thing very different 
. from this, on other occaſions, I would thank you to point out 
any paſſages in my. writings, where I have repreſented the con- 
troverſy as of ſmall importance. 


What I mean by this controverſy being of the greateſt im- 


portance to mankind, is, that it is a ſubject that concerns the 
final ſtate of the greater part by far of all that have ever yet been 
born of women: for if J am right, and the Univer/al Reſtoration 
be true, it is not only good news to ſome, but the he news to man- 
kind in general, that ever was or can be made known. And if you are 
right, the contrary is equally evident. For endle/s damnation, if true, 
is the mo/? dreadful news to the human race at large, that is, to thoſe 
that have already been born, that can poſſibly be told; and in 
this ſenſe the controverſy becomes more important than any 
other. ä 

As your third letter is properly the firſt which immediately 
concerns me, I ſhall loſe no time, but paſs to notice what you 
have there ſaid, in the order in which it is written. Your — 


mon on the Eternity of Future Puniſhment was publiſhed, as you 


ſay, to prevent the miſchievous effects of the contrary doc- 
6 trine,“ which many of your friends, and yourlelf thought, 
„ were likely to be produced in ſome minds.” 

Upon this 1 would beg leave to make a few ſhort obſer- 
vations. _ 

iſt, Bad effects may follow the publication of the divine meſ- 
ſages, as has frequently been the cafe, The important meſſage given 
to Iſaiah, and publiſhed by him to the inhabitants of Judah and 
Terufalem, produced upon them the moſt miſchievous effects, 
viz. It cauſed them to hear indeed, but underſtand not ; and fee 
indecd, but perceive not: and made the heart of the people — 

an 
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and their ears dull of hearing, and ſhut their eyes; leſt they 
ſhould ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under- 
ſtand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. See Iſai: 
vi. 9, 10. And the ſame fatal effects followed the preaching 
and miraclesof our Lord Jeſus himſelf. See St. Matt. xiii. 1 3; 
14, 15. St. Mark iv. 12. St. Luke viii. 10. St. John xii. 39, 40. 

But J hope you will not condemn the doctrine which Gui 
and his Apoſtles taught, becauſe in many corrupt hearts it cauſed 
very ill effects. To ſome the Goſpel may be a favour of death 
unto death, as well as of life unto life unto others. 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
2nd. I have heard it obſerved, that conſequences are no rule 

of duty; the Jews apprehended our Lord, and delivered him to 
de crucified upon conſequences, ** If we let him thus alone, all 
„ men will believe on him: and the Romans will come and 
„take away both our place and nation.” St. John xi. 48. But 
— 35 6s 6 took was far from preventing the conſequences 
| 6 I am glad that you have not had occaſion to lament the- 
miſchievous effects already produced in ſome minds. As yet, 
for ought I can find in your book, they only exiſt in your fears, 
and in the fears of your friends, and I hope and truſt they are 
without foundation. I have had more opportunity of ſeeing 
the effects produced by this deſpiſed doctrine, than I believe you 
ever had, and as yet I have never known any miſchievous con- 
ſequences attend believing it. But if I had, the only queſtion 
mould be, Is the doctrine of the Univerſal Reſtoration, a truth 
revealed in the word of God, or is it not? If it is there revealed, 
I am not to fear conſequences, but boldly proclaim it in the 
name of the Lord, 

This is what I affirm, and you deny. This is the proper 
ſtate of the queſtion. All depends upon this, if it is not found 
in Scripture I will give it up as ſoon as I canbe convinced of it. 
We agree ther reſpecting the rule for fixing the ſenſes of 
the words and phraſes. You fay, © I hope he (Mr. W.) will 
% keep to his on rules, and earneſtly requeſt him to do it. If 
« according to theſe, the words be not expreſſive of eternal (fa 
„ endleſs) duration, we give up the point.“ Let. III. page 16. 
think that I have fairly proved, in the foregoing letters, that they 
 donct in themſelves, mean endleſs duration, and cannot without 
the greateſt abſurdity be always ſo underſtood in the New Teſ- 
tament, I therefore deny the premiſes from which you draw 
your conſequences; for if your premiſes were true; that thoſe words 
tranſlated eternal and for ever and ever in the New Teſtament, 
always intend a proper eternity, or as long as God exiſts, and 

| D 4 were 


you are pleaſed to call it) as you did in favour of the doc- 
trine of endleſs miſery ; for my words are juſt the ſarue as yours, 
mutatis mutandis: I believe your aſſertion will be as li 
aſtoniſh ſome, as mine may others, You believe 
ever went ſo far before me. I aſſure you, Sir, I have | 
ſome go much farther, even I have heard them ſay that they 
could fee the Univerſal Reſtoration almoſt in — page of the 
Bible. I do not even pretend to ſee it in every book in the New 
Teſtament; but if I find it in any of them it is enough for me ; 
for no lie is of the truth; or found in the Sacred Oracles. 

Your fo often aſſerting, both in converſation and in ptint; that 
I paſſed by all your arguments without ſo much as ATTEMPTING. 
to anſwer one of them; is almoſt as extraordinary as any afſertion 
that I ever heard from any ſerious man in my life; 

Let all that read your Sermon and my Remarks, judge whe- 
ther I have not at leaſt attempted to anſwer you in ſeveral inſtan- 
ces. I did not however mean, in th 
lar anſwer to what you had written, but only to make a few ob- 
ſervations as they occurred to my mind. I referred to my an- 
ſwer to Mr. de Coetlogon, and in that I referred to my Dia- 

es on the Reſtoration, where I have attempted to anſwer 

the arguments in your Sermon, and many others, more than 

you have mentioned, I did not conceive that my Remarks 

alone were a ſufficient anfwer to your Sermon, but I thought. 

my Dialognes contained what might be judged an anſwer to all 
you had advanced upon the ſubject of endleſs miſery. 

I come now to take notice ef the acknowledgment which 
you ſay my Remarks begin with, and which ſeems to afford 
you matter of great triumph, and which you continue to re- 
mark upon to the end of your third letter, | 
Mr. W. begins his remarks with a very conſiderable ac-' 
| knowledgment.” He fays, (“ The threatenings of everlaſtin 
« fire, everlaſting deſtruction, eternal damnation, eternal fire, — 
&« everlaſting puniſhment—would have ſettled the point with me, 
“ as much as with him, notwithftanding all the inſtances of 
„ the words being uſed in a limited ſenſe in the Bible, did I 
4 not find expreſs promiſes in the ſame book, &c. . 

From this quotation, and your remarks upon it, you would 
wiſh to repreſent me as not only inconſiſtent with myſelf, — 


Remarks, to give a regu- 


- 


8 Tai 
wut what I ſxy tends to wainſt the infa 
8 
ere in a ig der 
with Scripture; 28 ung view of II that l fd open back 
fides'of a ſubjeQ; in order to diſcover the trutn. 
| Thedoftine ofthe Reſwredtidn is 4 truth of very great im- 
rope obey iſti ——ů— — yh 
following paſ rip 1 — 
— waide with me; that the dead would never riſe again, 
had I not found expreſs promiſes that they ſhould riſe at the laſt 


Job, vii: 9. As the cloud is conſumed, and vaniſheth 
« away; ſo he that goeth down to the grave ſhall come up no 
% mote Ver. 21: For now ſhall I ſleep in the duſt ; and 
4 thou (O thou preſerver, or obſerver of men) ſhalt ſeek me 
© in the morning, but I ſhall not be.“ * 

Chap. x: 21. Before I go whence I ſhall not return, even 
& to the land of darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death.” 

Chap: xiv; 7-12. For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut 
* down, that it will ſprout again, and that the tender branch 
thereof will not ceaſe. Though the root thereof wax old in 
the earth, and the ſtock thereof die in the ground; yet 
& through the ſtrength of water it will bud, and bring forth 
4% boughs like a plant. But man dieth, and waſteth away: 
5+ yea, man giveth up the ghoſt, and where is he? As the 
© waters fail from the ſea, and the flood decayeth and drieth 
10 up? fo man lieth down, and riſeth not till the Heavens be 
* no more, they ſhall not awake, nor be raiſed out of their 
« ſleep.” Ver. 14. If a man die, ſhall he live again?” — 
(N. B. Thoſe queſtions in Scripture are generally, if not al- 
ways, uſed ſtrongly to expreſs the _— 

er. 18, 19, 20. And ſurely the mountain falling 

& cometh to nought, and the rock is removed out of his place: 
% The witers wear the ſtones; (which never gro again) thou 
% waſheſt away the things which grow out of the duſt of the 
& earth; and thou deſtroyeſt the hope of man. Thou pre- 
66 — — — and he — — 

Would not every perſon of common ſenſe judge by reading 
theſe and many othet ſuch like paſſages alone, that there never 
was to be any reſurrection of the dead? Do not all the compa- 
riſons here uſed ſtrongly expreſs that idea? But when we read 
further, we find the ſame perſon — . — _ — | 
the RNeſurrection. Chap. xix. 23-27. t my words 
« were now written | oh that they were printed in a book | 


by 


7 ©: 5 
«+. That they they were grave ven with an iron pen and lead, in the 


1 rock for ever know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he ſhall-ſtand at the latter day upon the earth. And 
though after my. ſæin worms deſtroy this body, yet in my 

« fleſh ſhall I ſee God: whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine 
e eyes ſhall behold, nas! wot anther; though my reins be con 
« ſumed within mm 

This entirely e miſtake that otherwiſe we 
ſhould have fallen into, from reading the fore cited 8. 
and teaches us the neceſſity of explaining them with ſuch limi- 
tations as may reconcile them to this, and * n doun this 


to theſe. 
| — en n 3 
ofthe long deep of death, and the deftruch of man in the 


There! is nothing more plainly taught in the coneral er 
of Scripture than the juſtice of 7:41 and that he —— a wide 
difference _— the righteous and the wicked, that he re- 
wards the one, and puniſbes the other: Yet I ſhould have 
thought the contrary, 5 I had never read any other Scriptures 
upon the ſubject but the followi 
All things come alike to + there is one event. to the 
© righteous, and to the wicked; to the and to the clean, 
« and to the unclean ; to him that ſacri ceth, and to him that 
1 ſacrificeth not: as is the good, ſo i is the anner; and he that 
ſweareth, as he that feareth an oa Eccleſ. ix. 2. a 
This text viewed alone without reference to any other, 
would have ſettled the point that there is no difference between 
the moſt righteous and the moſt wicked man, either in them- 
{elves or in God's eſtimation, or in his conduct towards them. 
But read the whole Book through, and we ſhall find directly 
the contrary — in the ſtrongeſt and moſt expreſſive 


lan 

Ghap. viii. 12, 13, + Though a ſinner do evil an hundred 
4 times, and his days be —— yet ſurely I know that it 
„ ſhall be well with them that fear God, which fear before 
« him. But it ſhall not be well with the wicked, neither 
4 ſhall he prolong his days, which are as a ſhadow ; becauſe 
<< he feareth not before God.” 

Chap. xii. 13, 14. Let us hear the concluſion of the 
% whole matter; Fear God, and keep his commandments; for 
« this is the whole of man. " (All his duty, bufineſs, ſafety, 


and happineſs; his preſent joy, and proſpect of the future. 1 
„% tor. 
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. For God ſhall bring every work into judgment; with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or Whether it be 


| 4 evil.“ a | 


BIT. 8 98 ; 4 
N teaches us that there is, and muſt be an 


amazing difference between the righteous and the wicked; 
and conſequently teaches us the neceſſity of explaining the 

fore - cited words with precaution and limitation. In ſome in- 
ſtances in the preſent life, there appears no difference between 
God's conduct towards the juſt and the tranſgreſſor, between 
his mercies granted to the moſt pious and the moſt profane; 
but in the future ſtate the difference will be great indeed. 
We aze commonly taught, and the nature of Divine Re- 
velation requires us to believe, that nan is far ſuperior to the 
beaſts, and is formed for immortality ; but the following Scrip- 
ture is ſo expreſs to the contrary, (unleſs explained with con- 
ſiderable limitation) that it would have ſettled the point with 
me, unleſs I had read other paſſages upon the ſubject. Eceleſ. 
ui. 18, 19, 20. „I ſaid in mine heart concerning the eſtate» | 
of the ſons of men, that God might manifeſt them, and 
<<. that they might ſee that they themſelves are beaſts. For 
that which befalleth the ſons of men befalleth beaſts; even 
one thing befalleth them: As the one dieth, ſo dieth the 
other, yea, they have all one breath: ſo that a man hath 
no pre-eminence above the beaſt : For all is vanity. All go 
« unto one place; all are of the duſt, and all turn to duſt 
«6 any 7? | ü 

Wow plainly taught in ſeveral parts of Scripture, that 
there will be a diſſolution of the Earth and Heavens, or atmoſ- 
phere; and St. Peter aſſures us, that it ſhall be by fire and 
fervent heat; and yet from the following paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, I ſhould have concluded directly the contrary ; and ſo 
muſt you and all candid Readers, unleſs the words are ex- 
plained with ſome limitation. 
Pfal. civ. 5. Who laid the foundations of the earth, that 

& it ſhould not be removed for ever.” | 

exlviii. 6. He hath alſo eſtabliſhed them for ever and 
& ever: He hath made a decree which ſhall not paſs.” _ 

Eccleſ. i. 4. One generation paſſeth- away, and another 
& generation cometh : But the earth abideth for ever.” 

Once more: Are there not many paſſages of Scripture, that, 
taken by themſelves, without viewing them in connection 
with others, that would cauſe people — that our Lord 
Jeſus was only a mere man, and which in fact have led many 
thouſands to believe ſo of him; but when i ART gc" 


Es 

the Scriptures at large, you and I are fully perfuaded, that he 

is God manife/t in the fleſh, and that he is the very perſon who 
e to Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moſes; Joſhua, &c. From 

: theſe inſtances, ànd many others that might be mentioned, 

it is clear that a ſubject viewed by itſelf appears in quite a dif- 

ferent light, than when it is beheld in eonnexion with other 


yr ——— nowledge; that if I had found 


And thus I continue to ackn 
nothing in the Bible more contrary to the doctrine of endleſ3 
damnation than thoſe terrible threatenings that we have | 
from the Scriptures, 1 ſhould have d ſatisfied with the 
ideas in which I was brought up, as well as you, and ſhould 
never have ſuſpected but the ward aionian intended endleſs du 
ration; but finding thoſe expreſſions in the Scriptures, that aps 
red to me y repugnant to the doctrine of endleſs miſery; 
was led to examine thee words and phraſes which I had ſup- 
poſed contained the ſame, and I found they were fairly capable 
of a more reſtricted and qualified meaning than I had before 
put upon them. And by reading and comparing one Scrip- 
ture with another, (which is my invariable rule for under- 
ſtanding the Bible) I found the words often uſed in a limited 
ſenſe, and I was either obliged to underſtand them fo when 
they were applied to future miſery, or entirely ſet aſide what 
appeared to me to be intimations and promifes to the contrary, 
This was the manner of my proceeding, the reſult of which 
was a full and firm perſuaſion, and a hearty belief of what you 
call a dangerous error; but which appears to me, and ſome few 
others, a glorious Goſpel truth, of great magnitude and im- 


portance. | | 
Lou ſeem to think that the threatening of God that men 
ſhall have no intervals of eaſe in their tormerits, would be 
«4. a poor Janguid denunciation, inſignificant, unworthy of 
« God, and inefficacious on the minds of men!“ In that 
caſe, it is evident, that God would never have threatened a 
puniſhment of that kind, and whether the torments of the 
damned are endleſs or limited, the idea of their being without 
ceſſation would never have been added. But it is very evident, 

t God's thoughts (in this inſtance at leaſt) are not your 
thoughts, neither his ways your ways: For he has moſt cer- 
tainly threatened — pun;/hment without intermiſſion, in 


_ thoſe words, Rev. xiv. 11. And they have no reſt, day nor 
night, who worſhip the beaſt and his image,” &. Surely, 
this is intended as a great addition to their miſery, though you 


But 


ſeem to think it is none at All. 
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All things are without exception in the Divine purpoſe 
under Chriſt, and he is inted the head of the Larry 
but it is not yet fulfilled, and conſequently remains to 
— — —— — ü 
is to all intents and purpoſes as much a prop not 
, as any one in the Bible, and 'as ſuch was 


p 
it yet to come to-paſs; but when it ſhall, I have all the reaſon 
in the world to believe, that all intelligent beings, whether in 


Heaven 


univerſe, ording: to his ſormet 


— é U  _ + Oo — — 


167 


Neven or earth} ſhall wiltingly-fabmit to Chrift as cheir 

head, and ſtiall zally under his und be re headed in 

Him; which is the very:thing that I. contend for, and I can 

hardly ſee how any words r be more to my pur- 
bs 7 ' „ „ „ eee enen oer Ae 


poſe. eienr 1 e 2 «the 
In Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11, the won a — = 
an tnportant prophecy; not yet fu „V That at (or ra 
in) the name of Jeſus, every knee ſhould bow, of things in 
= eaven, and things ingarthy-)antd- under the earth; 
And that every tongue ſhould conſeſa that Jeſus Chriſt is 
% Linnd;-40.the glory. ofrGodthet Father? - 3! % 1 bead; 
Nothing can de more evident, than that theſe words are 'z 
prophecy, ,for:that ho ſuch event has even yet taken place, it 
$oo-evident to admit of „ i Thoufands and thoyfands 


jm 4" te of actual rebellion againſt him: 
and however the bleſſed inhabitants of Heaven — 


mame, and acknowledge: him Lord, to the glory of God the 
Faber yet moſt of the inhabitants of the earth are either i 
tant of him, cr, bitterly oppoſed, ta him. And what 
ve ſay af thoſe that are under the earth, in their graves; who 
and died moſt of them eſtranged from him, or at enmi 
—— ow Gn L. A,. L 
travail. 4 5 an e fa. 12 a . | 

hall boto, und,, tongue tonfeſs, extends to thoſe on: . 
and wader the tarth; us well a to thaſe in Heaven : And ſines 
all are as it were placed together, adoring. and praiſing Jeſus 
| y t6'exclude them from his ſalvation? « 
Col. i. ao, ſpeaks of all things being reconciled to God, by 
peace through the blood of his Croſs; whether 
or things in Heaven. b e 5 

If I know che meaning of the word reconcile, it is not only to 
bring into a ſtate of ſuſiec ion, but amity au love, It would be 
very abſurd to pretend that all things have ever been aCtual 
reconciled to God, while ſo many yet remain at enmity again 
him. But this event is certainly predicted, you may call it 4 
Simple fact, if it is moſt agreeable to you, but it is ſuch a fact, av 
never yet has been ſeen by man, it is done in the counſel of 
Heaven, 'and muſt be — compleated in due time'; for 
Chriſt has already reconciled all, and made univerſal peace by 
the blood of his croſs; and I muſt think, that if the precious 
blood of Chriſt was ſhed for a/ without exception; then cer- 
tainly ail muſt be ſaved, or reſtored by his interceſſion, This 
age then appears to havegthe ſubſtance of a prophecy, ſince 
it mentions as a fact what has not yet taken place, . is 
| tlic 
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he common ſtyle of prophecy : And as God will perform 
whatever he intimates, che actual reconciliation of every crea- 
ture to God ſeems certain from this plain text; for what elſe 
can it mean? Thus Chriſt is not only repreſented in theſe 
three paſſages as being appointed to be the head of the univerſe, 
but (what is indeed iacluded therein) the whole univerſe; or 
all its intelligent inhabitants, ſhall ſubmit to him, adore him, 
confeſs: him their Lord; be by him reconciled to God, and 
ſhall-rally, and be re-headed under their glorious and ri 


Sovereign; Jeſus Chriſt, who is the of n 


ben paſſages 
ben I. conſider theſe three (althou are 
far from being the only ſupports ney ee 
Reftoration) I cannot bel Winkin the ground good on which 
I ſtand in this cauſe, cannot lee the leaſt e r oo 
3 it at preſent. ne 
God, will have all men to be-ſaved, and to 

« unto che know of the truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. Fit is not for- 
mally a promiſe, is ſuch an intimation of hiis deſi to ſave all, 
and as the mean, to bring them tothe knowledge the truth, 18 
ought to have made you pauſe a little, and prevented your 

ting over it ſo eaſily, I have the happineſs to believe in a 

-who is infinite in power, as well as in wiſdom and goodneſs, 
and I have no.doubt his counſel ſhall ſtand, and that he 
ſhall' perform all his pleaſure. 4 He doeth according t 
4% Ria will in the armies of Heaven, and among the inhabitants 
« of the Earth, and none can ſtay wn vm or ſay unto him, 


% What doeſt thou? Dan. iv. — however the will of 
God'may be reſiſted for a time, I dare not ſay that it ſhall be 
finally fruſtrated, I cannot believe fo, let who will or who can's 
Itru almendillbe atiaſt what Godt irfewilo®thamin bt, 
and that was to be holyand happy. 

The viſion that St. John beheld and heard, which you 1 
over ſo eaſily, by denying that it contains any expreſs iſe, 
appears to me to be worthy of a little more attention 1 you 
ſeem to pay to it. 

Rev, v. 13; « And — — ereature which is in Haren. and 
« on the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as are in the (za, 
*« and all that = in them, — I, rn, ny — 
« and „and power be unto him that ſi upon 
6 mh ory and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.“ 

If St, = was not deceived, he ſaw and heard, in viſion, 
what take place in fact and reality, He ſaw and heard 
mens as hes... ooo dats 

gences 


ances: aſcribing, | 
And ſo diſtributively are 
den, rr 
tte ſen, and all chat are in them, that none can be excopted, 
John was ſhewed thoſe things that were e be fulfilled from 
is time to the end of the Mediatorial Diſpenſation, therefore 
whatever bern and hear! mud como tb gaſe;\this part of the 
—— — taken place, for eyery creature in the uni- 
yet bes net aſcribed praiſe. bo God and the Lan nd. 
— chile they continue; in rebellion, or mment. 
— ped this is * viſion, there muſt be an ende 
49 boch. E for all chat 
follows muſt be accompliſned, as well ab this, — . — | 
as elſe muſt come to paſs, ' I acknowledge that 
wicked ſhall xl imothe lake of fire, but | muſt ——ͤ— 
— their Lr there as — 3 elſe away 
| meaning glorious viſion; L on 
— th 2 — — 
on ine * | 
endure is hmited, — th 
in che medium I always with to ſeek 


inciples to refute the doctrine af Unrver/al Salvation : 
Tou- — true, . or muſt 
 Julfilled;; but that it never bath been, is evident to all; 
What is more, it never can be accompliſhed, if endly/s damna- 
un be a true doctrine. I deſire, therefore, in your next, that 
— — —ä—ꝓä— rt 
- = leſt —— and — 
mouth to give ng, an , pawer to 

—— — POT n 
ever; ns — them are to remain to all eternity in a ſtate 


2 Ng and in the moſt amazing tarments that 


Yon. il plants to charm, that from s, pains, and — 
—— . — and therefore 

i would be nothing to inform us of that. I never intimated 
— 1, —— —-— heavenly Je- 
ruſalem; but when you can give a ſafficient reaſon why this 
holy and heavenly city Mall from God out of Heaven, 
r beſides thoſe who ſhall inhabit 
the ſame, I hall be glad to be inſtructed; for I can ſee no 


8 L 0 1 
reaſon why this city ſhould change its ſituation, unleſs for the 
good of mankind in general, who had been caſt off. And 
whoever will be at the pains critically to obſerve what is ſaid 
upon the grand occaſion of the deſcent of that holy city, are 
heartily welcome to make their advantages by expoſing me, if 
they will firſt be kind enough to read with candour the expo- 
fition that I have written in my Dialogues and Lectures upon 
this paſſage of Holy writ. way 
Rev. xxi. 3, 4, 5. And I heard a voice out of Hea - 
« ven, ſaying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
* he will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his people, and 
God himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their God. And God 
« ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be 
„no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall 
«6 there be any more pain: For the former Giings are paſſed 
——_—— | 
"_y ink ſee how it can be proved to be an abſurdity to ſay, 
that theſe expreſſions are general. The tabernacle of God is 
evidently the New Jeruſalem, and it comes down to be with 
nien; this is a common or general name, and can hardly be 
exclufively applied to the 1 — of the heavenly city, 
eſpecially as the city deſcends to viſit men; but not ſurely to 
de with its own proper inhabitants, who dwell there for 
ever, and for their ſakes it need not be removed. As for tears, 
death, ſorrow, crying, and pain, it is not barely ſaid that the 
inhabitants of the New Jeruſalem ſha!l be free from them, 
but that they ſhall exiſt no more, without mentioning any 
place: But if theſe are to remain any where, while God exiſts, 
it never will be true that there hall be no more death, neither 
forrow, nor crying, neither fall there be any more pain. Had it 
been added, in the heavenly city, it would have been GT 
to your purpoſe ; but the word men is the antecedent, in 
of the New Jeruſalem. And therefore it muſt be underſtood, 
And there ſhall be no more death; neither ſorrow, nor crying, nei- 
ther /hall there be any more pain (amongſt men). Let the paſ- 
ſage be fairly examined, and I am willing to leave it to the 
impartial Public to determine, whether the words do not much 
more naturally apply to other men than to the inhahitants of the 
New Feruſalem. And if it be granted that an end ſhall be en- 
tirely put to death, ſorrow, crying, and pain, according to the 
plain literal ſenſe of the paſſage, then, of conſequence, the 
doctrine of endleſs miſery muſt fall to the ground. x 


If he that ſitteth upon the Throne promiſeth to make all 
things new, and calls us to _—_— and ſee that he actually 


performs 


- 
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performs it, I might in my turn charge you with making an 
aſſertin that rr many of your — when you think, 
certainly all men muſt not be included in this deſcription. 1 might 
juſt as well ſay, when the Scripture informs us, that God is 
the former of all things, that all men are not included in this de- 
feription. If once a door is opened to explain away the meaning 
of the word ALL, when uſed in doctrinal matters in the Scrip- 
tures, there will be no end of the confuſion and uncertainty 
occaſioned thereby. For by the ſame rule one may deny that 
God made ALL men, another may deny that he preſerves ALL 
men, and another deny that Chriſt died for ALL men, &e. 
T hreatenings and promiſes are fo intermixed in the Scrip- 
tures, that no concluſive argument can be drawn from the cir- 
cumſtance of one following the other; both muſt be accom- 
lidhed ; but if the puniſhment of mankind is never to end, 
You ſee no truth in the promiſe, that al things /hall be made 
new, and that there ſhall be no more death, &c. For if men 
are to all eternity to continue under the power of the ſecond 
death, in pain, ſorrow, weeping, wailing, ing of teeth, 
and the utmoſt torments of fire and brimſtone, I can fee no 
truth in ſaying, that theſe evils ſhall be no more, ſince it is 
certain, upon your plan, they muſt exiſt as long as God ſhall 
live, and if not in the heavenly city, yet ſtill they muſt exiſt ; 
which is directly oppoſite to the words which — they ſhall 
be no more. | 
Towards the cloſe of your Fourth Letter, you expreſs your 
with, that I would * take ſufficient time and pains to place 
4 every thing in the ſtrongeſt poſſible point of light.” This is a 
talk; indeed, that requires greater abilities than mine, and more 
time than I have to beſtow ; and beſides, it would oblige me 
to write a large volume ; and the certain expence attending the 
publication of large works, and the uncertainty of mine, at 
leaſt, meeting with a ready ſale, is at preſent Caſfcient to deter 
me. But to anſwer your wiſh in part, I have, in the fifteenth 
number of my Lectures, given a little ſpecimen of the Scrip- 
ture paſſages which I ſuppoſe favour the Univerſal Reſtoration, 
and have briefly given my thoughts upon them. I intend that 
number to accompany this to you; and when you ſhall fully an- 
ſwer all I have there written (though but a ſmall part of what 
I might ſay upon this glorious ſubject) I ſhall freely — the 
field to you, and endcavour to atone, by an open confeſſion, 
and renunciation of - my errors, for all the miſchief that I have 
done or occaſioned. For I can, in the fear of God, aſſure 
you, that I have the greateſt poſſible averſion to doing miſ- 


chief, 
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chief, and the utmoſt wiſh and deſire to promote the pteſent 
and future welfare of my fellow-creatures, as far as it is in my 


power. : 

As this, I truſt, is your wiſh as well as mine, I hope we 
ſhall agree in far more points than thoſe in which we may ha 
pen to differ. With this comfortable perſuaſion I all 
clude this Letter, and ſubſcribe myſelf, 


* 


Con- 


Your's, &c. 


LETTER . 


REVEREND AND DEAR sIR, 


(CONTROVERSY is what 1 am but a very little ac- 
cuſtomed to; for, except my letter to Mr. Coetlo- 
gon, my Remarks upon your Sermon, and theſe preſent Let. 
ters, I never attempte' an anſwer to any that ever wrote againſt 
me, or the ſyſtem that I hold. I had almoſt once determined 
never to enter into a perſonal conteſt with any man or mgn, 
but rather ſuffer them to keep the field, and let them go away 
with the cry of victory on their fide, than to enter the li 
with them. For I was more afraid of myſelf than I was of my 
antagoniſts; I feared leſt I ſhould in any inſtance return 
railing for. railing, or that a ſpark of wrath, pride, or con- 
tempt, ſhould ariſe in my heart while defending what appeared 
to me tobe the truth of God. And I confidered it a million times 
better that my name and character ſhould be trampled under 
foot, and defpiſed, than that my ſoul ſhould he hurt by any 
of thoſe evil tempers before-mentioned, the innocent cauſe of 
Religion be reproached through my means, the name of that 
God whom I profeſs to love and ſerve, be diſhonoured, and 
freſh cauſe of ſtumbling given to mankind, Had pride 
and 8 been my ruling paſſions, and could I have 
ſo far forgotten a future ju _— as to give up myſelf to 3 | 
, 2 an 
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and publiſh known falſchoods, it is hardly likely that I ſhould pa- 
tiently have borne, for more than eight years, all the attacks that 
were made and levelled againſt me, without ever taking the 
leaſt notice of them. And I can ſafely ſay, that I am moved 
to reply to you, not for my own credit, nor profit's ſake, but 
the good of mankind, and the ſatisfaction of my friends; and 
if you think proper to notice and anſwer all that I have written 
upon the ſubject, I am willing to continue a friendly corre- 
ſpondence with you in the controverſial form, until either the 
one or the other is convinced, or our friends on both ſides are 
content that the matter ſhould reſt ; with this condition for the 
future, that whatever we write ſhall be directly addreſſed to 
each other, and ſhall be written in perfect good humour, or in 
the ſpirit of love. 

The firſt part of your Fourth Letter I need not take up 
much time upon, as in my Firſt Letter I have attempted to do 
what you require, reſpeCting the meaning of the words ren- 
dered everlaſting, eternal, and for ever and ever. : 

You ſay; chat you Can ſee nothing like the doctrine of 
& Univerſal Reſtoration in any one paſſage mentioned by me,“ 
and That no ſuch thing is poſitively aſſerted in the Bible is 
«© manifeſt to all mankind.” Page 28. Not to quite all man- 
| kind: For it is not manifeſt to me; but, on the contrary, the 
aſſertions appeared to me ſo many, ſo plain, ſo poſitive, as con- 
vinced me of the truth of the doctrine, contrary to many power- 
ful prejudices, and great obſtacles, that ſtood in my way. 

Univerſal Reſtoration is nothing elſe but the Refliturion 0 

& all things, which God hath ſpoken by the mouth of all his 
&* holy Prophets ſince the world (or age) began.“ Acts iii. 21, 
Here it is poſitively, aſſerted in fo many plain words, and de- 
clared to be the concurrent doctrine of all God's holy Prophets 

from the beginning. | | 
. The declaration of St. Paul, that © The creature itſelf alſo 
(ſpoken of as diſtinct from the children of God, or the firſt 
fruits of the Spirit) * ſhall be delivered from the bondage of 
& corruption (and what can that be but ſin and its conſe- 
* quences?) into the glorious liberty of the children of God: 
(which is a ſtate of perfect holineſs and happineſs;) is a po- 
ſitive aſſertion of the Univerſal Reſioration ; or, to ſpeak it ex- 
actly in the identical words of Scripture, the Reſfitution of all 
things. And fo with eaſe I could produce you many more 

lars, wherein this doctrine is po/zt:vely a reed. or plainly 
implied. At leaſt it appears ſo to me. eo 
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Vou ſeem ſometimes to find fault with me for ſaying, © I 
„ think,” and I think not ;” and elſewhere cenſure me for 
want of modeſty, and for being too bold and aſſuming. I ſin- 
cerely do not with to give the ſmalleſt offence by my manner 
of ſpeaking, and yet it appears that I do. What muſt I do in 
this caſe ? What words muſt I uſe? If I ſay, © I believe,” or; 
believe not,” I am told, It is nothing to the purpoſe 
% without further evidence.” Well, dear Sir, do not I men- 
tion the evidence which cauſes me thus to believe? Can vou 
do more, than to ſet forth what you believe, and the ground of 
the ſame? Can you force mankind to ſee with your eyes ? 
How could you ſay that I give no reafon for my thoughts? 
I brought texts of Scripture, which to me appeared full and 
pertinent to my purpoſe, and upon a ſerious review appear ſo 
ſtill, What better reaſons do you give for your thoughts, 
than thoſe paſſages of Scripture which to yourſelf plainly appear 
to ſupport them ? In this Letter you are again furprized that I 
acknowledge that the threatenings taken apart by themſelves 
ſeem ſufficient to cauſe us to expect endleſs miſery to be the por- 
tion of the wicked, and enquire, © How then can prophecies 
6 or promiſes eſtabliſh a contrary ſentiment ?” I have anſwered 
this in my laſt Letter, and have there mentioned a number of 
inſtances, and might add ſeveral more, wherein I ſhould have 
thought quite different upon ſeveral very important points, by 
only taking ſome texts apart by themſelves. 

F and banter | hate as much as you can, if I know my 
own heart; and would be ready to condemn my writings to 
the flames, if I could perceive that the cauſe in which 1 am 
engaged required any thing that has the appearance of thoſe de- 
teſtable qualities. | 

You grant that Chriſt died for all without exception, but 
you cannot believe that all for whom he died ſnall be finally 
faved or reſtored. You aſk, © 1s it not written upon the face 
« of the New Teſtament that though Chriſt died for all, vet 
« helievers only ſhall have eterna life?” T anſwer; That | 
Chriſt has power given him over all fe/h, that he ſhou!a grue 
eternal life to all that the Father kath — him. St. John xvil. 2. 
And I truſt I am able to prove, (if Scripture words mean an 
thing) that al! were given him without exception. And all 
ſhall be finally taught of God, ſo as to come to ſeſus Chriſt, 
St. John vi. 45. And coming to him they ſhall be faved by 
him. Nothing can be more evident than that the Apoſtle 

Paul founds ſalvation upon the death of Chriſt, if that was 


partial, ſalvation is partial, of conſequence, but if that was ge- 
| E 3 neral, 
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neral, and for all without exception, (as you grant) it will be 
hard to overthrow the Reſtitution of all. He that ſpared not 
« his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he 
„ not with him alſo freely give us all things? Rom. viii. g2. 
Can thoſe be doomed to endleſs pain, for whom God gave his 
darling Son to die? Does not God, by the Prophet Ifaiah, = 
He ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied; 
„ by his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant 2 many, 
6 (or the — for he ſhall bear their iniquities? Is it 
not evident that his bearing their iniquities is the foundation of 
their juſtification? and will Chriſt be ſatisfied by reclaiming from 
their perverſe ways a ſmall part of thoſe whom he purchaſed 
with his agonies, pains ſufferings and precious blood? Reaſon, as 
well as Revelation, forbids the idea. I hope never to give up that 
faith in the blood of Jefus, which aſſures me of the Reſto- 
ration of all for whom he made reconciliation. For if when 
« we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, much more being reconciled we ſhall be ſaved by 
„ his life.” Rom. v. 10. That is, if when we only ſtood in 
the relation of fallen creatures, and enemies to God, he fo loved 
us as to give his Son to die for us, and thus brought us to ſtand 
in a much nearer relation to himſelf than we did before, even, 
in therelation of redeemed creatures; how much more certainly 
ſhall he ſave us from our fins and miſeries at laſt by Chriſt, 
who ever lives to make interceſſion for us! It could hardly 
have been ſuppoſed before, that God could have had ſo great a 
love to fallen creatures, is to have given his beloved Son to be their 
ranſom ; but having given him to die for their ſins, there is the 
fulleſt reaſon to believe that he never will finally and to eter- 
nity forſake and caſt them off, (though for a ſeaſon he may) 
but will compleat the great work that he hath begun, even 
their deliverence. from {in and its conſequences. *- For as by 

one man's diſobedience Hy were made ſinners, fo by the 
5 obedience of one ſhall (the ſame) many be made (or become 
i really and truly) righteous.” Ver. 19. The ruins of our 
fallen {fate have been wide and dreadful, but the triumph of 
- Jeſus ſhall be greater in our perfect recovery. Where fin 
&« abounded, grace did much more abound.” Ver. 20. That 
zs, it ſhall, for God, with whom this is certain, ſpeaks of it as 
already done; for he can call things that are not as though they 
were. And therefore as finally grace muſt abound more than 
ſin, it muſt be as extenſive, and more powerful; and conſe- 
quently muſt reclaim all the fallen race. For every one left 
to all eternity under the power of fin, muſt render grace 4 

muc 
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much leſs in its aboundings than fin. Tt is in vain to attempt 
to get overthis important paſſage b ſaying that it is /o with ſome, 
this is a mere ſubterfuge. For — there was a city 
whoſe inhabitants had rich and happy, all of them, ani 
had fallen into a ſtate of great want, miſery, and poverty ; and 
by ſome means a few ſhould chance to riſe to greater opulence 
and happineſs, than before, while the bulk of the citizens ſhould 
continue as poor and diſtreſſed as ever, and be conſtantly grow 
ing more and more fo; could any one with the leaſt appear- 
ance of truth affirm, that where poverty and miſery abounded, riches 
and happineſs much more abounded? and what ſhould we 
think of ſuch an one, if in confirmation of what he delivered as 
a fact, (though a moſt evident falſhood) he ſhould point out a 
ſmall number, who ſeemed in a comfortable fituation, while 
by far the greater part were in the utmoſt ſtate of wretchedneſs? 
e ſhould, I preſume, generally think that he meant to add 
Inſult to falſhood. | 
As for thoſe for whom Chriſt died being deſtroyed and pe- 
riſhing, I freely grant it, for fo the Scripture declares, and 1 
believe, but then Jeſus cannot finally loſe them, for it is the 
Father's will that of all which he hath given to Chriſt he. 
ſhould. loſe nothing; and this will of the Father he hath en- 
gaged to perform. And though he has a juft right to deal with 
all his ranſomed ones according to his pleaſure, appointing them 
a ſhort ſtate of probation on earth, and then rewarding or pu- 
niſhing them according to their works ; yet will he'bring them 
all at laft to a ſtate of ſubjection and actual reconciliation to God, 
and re-head them all in himſelf, And this I take to be the very 
meaning of St. John xii. 32. And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all unto me.” Now I do not expect that 
you will y_ about the meaning of the word all, as ſome do- 
and therefore the only diſpute between you and me, is what the 
ſenſe of the word draw may be. It muſt be fomething worthy 
of the death of Chriſt to gain, and ſomething that otherwiſe he 
could not have obtained. And I muſt confeſs, for my part, I can | 
ſee nothing worthy of the bitter death of fo glorious a perſon as | | 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and which could not have been obtained Y 
without that event, but the /a/vation of men. See Lecture xxxii. + 
Where I have treated the ſubject more at large. | 
The next paragraph in your Letter I ſhall tranſcribe at large, 
and then the ſeveral paſſages alluded to, and compare them, | 
and endeavour to give them à little ſerious examination ; and if 
that demoliſhes my hypotheſis, I ſhall join you in calling it | 
E 4 3 JShadrwy — 
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Shadowy, and immediately quit it, for any thing better that 
can ſhew me, | - 
« Mr. W. ſlides aver John vi. 37, compared with iii. 35, 
4% xvii, 2, in his uſual manner, without any comment, or 
any proof; as if it were univerſally taken for ted, that 
all theſe texts are parallel. Now he knows that they are 
« univerſally underſtood to be very different in fignification ; 
and he knows that the expreſſions are very different. If he 
& had no decent reſpect to the ſenſe, learning, or piety, of 
& all the Commentators in the world, and of all mankind, 
„ ought not reverence for the infinitely glorious Author of 
4 theſe different expreſſions, who never ſpeais at random, to 
& have prevailed with him, at leaſt to have given theſe paſſages 
% a little ſerious examination? A very flight examination, in- 
„ deed, would have been ſufficient to demoliſh this ſhadowy 
« ſupport of our author's hypotheſis.” Page 30. 
This, dear Sir, is a very heavy charge againſt me, and re- 
preſents me as totally depraved in judgment, or what is worſe, 
ranking texts together that 7 know are univerſally underſtood to 


be yas yy ai in ſignification, and where I know the expre/- . 


eons are very different. Truly, I do not know any ſuch thing, 

but believe juſt the contrary, that the expreſſions are ſimilar, 

or nearly ſo, You intimate, that I have neither decent reſpect : 

to the ſenſe, learning, and piety, of all the Commentators in 

the world, and of all mankind ; nor reverence to the infinitely 

glorious Author of theſe expreſſions. 

Hleſſed Jeſus, I appeal from the judgment of this thy ſervant, 

to thy more impartial judgment. Thou that knoweſt my heart, 

knoweſt that I have the higheſt reverence for thee, and for thy 

words. It is but a very ſmall thing for me to be judged of 

man's judgment ; for he that judgeth me is the Lord, | 
How apt even good men are to judge, cenſure, and condemn 

each other? It was ſo with Job and his three friends; and it is 

too much ſo in the preſent time. 

I will now place theſe ſeveral paſſages together, and ſec if 

the expreſſions are ſo very different as you repreſent, and ſay, 

that / know, | 

St. John vi. 37. All that the Father giveth me ſhall come 

to me.“ Chap. iii. 35. The Father loveth the Son, and 

+ hath given all things into his hand.” xvii. 2.“ As thou 

„ haſt given him power over all fleſh, that he ſhould give 

“eternal life to as many as thou haſt given him,” (or, to all.) 
Wherein does the amazing difference of theſe expreſſons 

conſiſt ? In Al of theſe texts, the Father is the giver, and — 
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xt Chriſt, is he to whom he giveth. In the firſt men- 
tion N Lord declares, that all that the Father 
giveth him come to him, and that muſt be allowed without 
exception. In the ſecond, we have the teſtimony of John the 
Baptiſt, that, the Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his hand. To the ſame purpoſe we have the 
words of our Lord himſelf, St. Matt. xi. 27. St. Luke x, 22. 
« All things are delivered unto me of my Father.” And alf6 
the teſtimony of St. John the Evangeliſt, chap. xiii. 3. © Jeſus 
« knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
% and that he was come from God, and went to God.“ 
In the other paſſage, we find our Lord, in his prayer to the 
Father, aſſerting the fact, that God had © given him power 
4% over all fleſh;” and ſubjoining the reaſon or deſign, viz. 
« that he ſhould give eternal life to all that the Father had 
« given him.“ It would be highly abſurd to ſay, that all 
things did not include all men; eſpecially, ſince our — ex- 
plains all things, by the words all fleſh, and their being given 
him, by his having power over all, that ſo he might give eternal 
life to all, 
TA ow, upon a fair review, and ſerious con/ideration I muſt 
ſtill continue to believe, that theſe are parallel paſſages, until 
ou convince me otherwiſe, There are but a few inſtances in 
—— where ſuch a number of texts bear ſuch evident 
marks of being parallel. I can ſee no difference at all in their 
ſenſe and meaning, and very little even in the expreſſions. 
The. difference between given and giveth, given into his 
hand and given him power over, ſeems the chief, and this in 
Scripture language is _— nothing at all ; for the preſent, 
and even the paſt tenſe, is put for the future: 7 have made 
thee a Father of many nations. Gen. xvii. 5. Rom. iv. 17. 
Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given. Iſai. ix. 6. 
But although the paſſages quoted above ſeem to me all to relate 
to the ſame hin , yet I do not wonder that all who deny the 
Reflitution of all things, ſhould endeavour to ſeparate them; for 
once allow them the privilege of coming together, and looking 
upon and explaining each other, and their united evidence is 
ſo powerful in favour of the Reftoration, that it cannot be 
withſtood, | | | 
However weak and ſhadowy you may think this ſupport to 
be, I ſhall juſt fairly ſtate it, and leave it to the ſerious con- 
ſideration of my readers, both your friends and mine, who, 
as I hope, will do themſelves the juſtice candidly to read both 


the queſtion. 
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Firſt, All things, without exception, are given by the Fa. 

ther to the Son, delivered to him, given into his hands, and 
he has univerſal power over all fleſh. - | 
+ Secondly, The defign of this is, that he might give eternal 
life, even the — of the Father and himſelf, to all 
thoſe that the Father hath given him; which certainly includes 
all mankind without exception. 


Thirdly, Not only the intention of the Father in givin 
Jeſus power over all fleſh was, that he might 1 115 
to all, but Jeſus engages that all that the Father giveth him 
ſhall come to him; yea, ſball certainly come to him in ſuch a 
manner as not to be caſt out; that is, they ſhall come humbly, 
willingly, and ſincerely, and ſhall fubmit to him; and hall 
recovered from their loſt ſtate. This he declares to be the 
very will of the Father, which he came down from Heaven 
to fulki, and that he will accompliſh it entirely at laſt. And it 
is the Father's will, who hath given him // things, that of all 
which he hath given him, ſeſus thould loſe nothing, but ſhould 
raiſe it up, or reſtore it at the laſt. | 
And though all men are naturally in a loft ſtate, yet the 

Son of Man came to ſeek and fave thoſe that ate loſt. And 
even though many of thoſe for whom Chriſt died ſhalt be fo 
unhappy as, through their own folly, to ſuffer amazing loſs 
in a future ſtate, and be loſt theinſelves, yet ſhall Fefus finally 
reſtore them, becauſe he can loſe nothing of all the Father 

ave. But if any are to be annihilated foul and body, or what 
w worſe, to be endleſsly miſerable, then mult all ſuch, who 
were given to Chriſt, be loll finally, and never brought back 
to God, nor recovered from their ruined Rate ; which would be 
directly contrary to the expreſs words of Chriſt, If any ſhould 
object, that none can come to Chriſt except they are drawn by 
te Father, and therefore, as he may not — * whole, only 
a part may come; our Lord immediately anſwers this objec- 
tion by quoting the words, of the Prophets, which he applies 
generally, Aud they /hall be all taught of Cod, nnd further aflures 
us, that every man that hath heard, and hath learned of the 
Futher, cometh to him; and conſequently all that ſhall here. 
aſter hear and learn of him, ſhall come to Chriſt, And as 
AL1 ſhall be taught, ALL ſhall come; and whoſoever being 
taught of the Vather, (as all ſhall be) and coming to Chriſt in 
conſequence (us all (hall do who are thus taught and drawn by 
the Father) ſhall be graciouſly received by him, and ſhall in 


no wiſe be calt out, but be ſaved by his grace, _ 
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Do I fay, theſe things as a man? Or, is it not the plain 
obvious meaning of theſe paſſages * For inſtance, let any 


candid perſon be firſt made acquainted with thoſe texts, that 
declare, that all things were delivered to Chriſt, uu into his 


hand, and that he hath power ever all fleſh, that he might give 
r 2 that the _ gave oo and then - =o 
read St. John vi. 37, 38, 39. 44, 45. and if they can 
underſtand the matter in hd 5 — have Tad it 
2 — that before they had not embraced any parti- 
em. : ©: S0E 

" Al that the Father giveth me ſhall come to me; and 
& him that cometh to me I will in no wiſe caſt out. For 1 
© came down from Heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
« wil: of him that ſent me. And this is the Father's will 
who hath ſent me, that of all which he hath given me, I 
_—_ loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt 
<0 ay. s , 

„No man can come to me, except the Father who hath 
« ſent me draw him: And I will raiſe him up at the laſt day. 
&« Tt is written in the Prophets, And they (i. e. men) ſhall be 
&* all taught of God: Every man, therefore, that hath heard, 
„% and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.“ ; 

I ſhall leave theſe paſſages, without any further comment, 
to the ſerious conſideration of all who may read theſe Letters; 
and paſs to your next paragraph, 

In this place you ſay, * His fourth reaſon is from 1 Tim, 
% ji, 4 compared with Eph, j. 11, Dan. iv. 35, 1 Tim. iv. 
« 10. But, as uſual, not a word of explanation, or proof; 
« though neither he, nor any man alive, can fee a tittle of 
« Univerſal Reſtoration aſſerted in them; and very few be- 
« ſides himſelf, ever ſaw it implied in them.“ 

Let us ſet down all theſe paſſages, and fee what they aſſert, 
1 Tim. ii, 4. Who will have all men to be ſaved, and to 
« come unto the knowledge of the truth,” Epheſ. i, 11, 
« Who worketh all things after the counſel of his own will,” 
Dan. iv, 38. And he doeth according to his will in tho 
« army of Heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: 
b =_ _ can ſtay his hand, pr ſay unto him, What doeſt 
thou! | 

1 Tim. iv. 9, 10. „ This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy 
« of all acceptation : For therefore we both labour and ſuffer 
« reproach; becauſe we truſt in the living God, who is the 
Saviour of all men, ſpecially of thoſe that believe.“ 


Now 


21 

Nov let it be fairly examined, whether the Univerſal Re. 
ſtoration is not aſſerted in theſe words, taken altogether. If 
God. will have all men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth; if this is his- fixed purpoſe, and if he worketh all 
. after the counſel of his own will; and if he doeth according 
to his will in the army of Heaven, and among the inhabitants © 
of the earth; and none can ſlay his hand, or ſay unto him, What” 
doeft thou? And if it is really a faithful and true ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that the living God is the Saviour, or 
reſtorer of all men, ſpecially of thoſe that believe, If all theſe 
things are true, I cannot think the General Reſtoration appears 
only like a deduCtion, or bare implication, but that it is plainly 
erted upon the very face of theſe paſſages compared together, 
ot if God's will is finally abſolutely incontroulable ; and his 
will is that @/! men ſhould be ſaved, and come to the knowledge 
of the truth; and if he is the reſtorer of ul men, 8HALL Nor 
ALL MEN BK RESTORED ? Is God the doer of that which ſhall 
never be done? Which muſt be the cafe, if he is the re/forer of 
all men, and yet that all men ſhall not be reſtored, 

In anſwer to your queſtion, „“ Are we authorized to make 
„ our feelings the rule of Divine proceedings?” I anſwer, 
No ; but yet when God by his grace puts thoſe tender com- 
paſſionate diſpoſitions into hearts 1 before were deſtitute of 
them, and gives ſtrong deſires for the ſalvation of all men to 
his children, it is to be ſuppoſed he inſpires them with his own 
diſpolition, and that what they have is but as a ſmall drop from 
the boundleſs ocean of Love, „ God is love; and he that 
« qwelleth- in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him.“ 
1 John iv, 16, ö 

In the cloſe of your fifth letter, you ſeem almoſt a little 
warm; but I am fo far from wondering at it, that I am ſur- 
me conſidering the .cauſe you have undertaken to plead 

r, and the firm perſuaſion you have of its truth, that you are 
not more angry with me than you are, Indeed, I muſt con- 
feſs, that I had great hopes, that our manner of writing con- 
troverſy would have been a pattern to others, and that nothing 
in the Jeaſt bitter would have appeared through the whole. But, 
oh, how rare it is to find controverſial writings without ſome 
acrimony | | ; 

You have Devils over five times in half a page, and aſk 
ſeven queſtions in the ſame. Let me aſk you one queſtion. 
Did you not harp upon the word Devils, with a deſign to pre- 
judice people againſt the ſyſtem which J hold, and which - 
fuppoſc involves in its conſequences the reſtoration of fa = 

angels? 


1 61 ] 


angel? If you were to be aſked, whether thofe angels who 
fell were not the creatures of God, created by his powerful 
hand, and were once the objects of his delight, what would 
ſay? Is not God unchangeable? If he loved them with a love 
complacency in their pure ſtate, can you prove from Scrip- 
ture, that he does not love them with a love of pity now? 
Andif God ſhould be pleaſed, through Jeſus Chriſt, to humble, 
and even finally to reſtore them, would you have any. objection? 
But to return to men. And here I will only mention one in- 
ſtance of practical religion, and if — can fairly anſwer the 
ment, I wiſh you to do fo, But you muſt beſtow a 
little more labour upon it than __ all the inſtances I have 
mentioned put together. St. Paul, if I underſtand him, com- 
mands us to pray for all men, that they might be ſaved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth ; yea, and to pray for this 
fervently and univerſally, without wrath, and without doubting, 
Now is it poſſible for any to pray for the ſalvation of all men 
without doubting, who believe, that, p_ by tar the greateſt 
art of the human race will never be ſaved at all, but be mi- 
rable while God exiſts? 1s it poſſible that God ſhould com- 
mand us to believe any one thing, and yet at the ſame time to 
| pray in faith, without _—— for juſt the contrary, 
4 8 for your refleQtion, that 1 * treat ſacred ſubje&ts in ſuch 
4 a manner, as to play upon the fancies and paſſions of weak 
and ignorant men, who lie open to deception, and are ready 
eto believe any thing rather than the plain declarations of 
« the Bible,” I can ſafely ſay, in anſwer, that I would not 
knowingly do fo for the world; and I can heartily join with 
the Apoſtles in ſaying, * Our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony 
« of our conſcience ; that in ſunplicity and godly ſincerity, 
* not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we have 
« had our converſation in the world,” 2 Cor. i. 12. 
„Therefore, ſecing we have this miniſtry, as we have re- 
« ceived mercy, we Pint not, But have renounced the hid- 
„den things of diſhoneſty, not _—_ in craſtineſs, nor 
handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifeſtation 
of the truth commending ourſelves to every man's conſcience 
« in the ſight of God.“ Chap. iv. 1, 2. 
Pray for us; for we truſt we have a conſcience, in 
&« all things willing to live honeſtly.” Heb. xiii. 18. 
« For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our 
„ heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart 
| & condemn us not, then have we confidence towards God.“ 
1 John, iii. 20, 21. 


I can 
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I Tean ſay in this inſtance, with the utmoſt ſafety, that my heart 
doth not condemn me. I never did preach to any people what 
I did not believe at the time ; and I endeavour to take the ut 
moſt care not to ſubſtitute' my fancies inſtead of Scripture teſ« 

timony : [ am ſure that I have no corrupt deſign in preachi 

and writing in the manner that I do, and I have that good — 
nion of you, that your motives in writing, &ce. are the ſame 
. as mine, viz, the glory of God, the of mankind, and 
the advancement of the intereſt of a dear Redeemer, Why | 
God ſhould ſuffer thoſe who with ſincere and upright hearts 
ſeek to know his truth, and do his will, ſo widely to differ, 
we know not now, but, perhaps, we ſhall know hereafter, 
In the mean time, let us walk together ſo far as we are agreed, 
and wherein we are differently minded, let us hope that God, 
in his own time, will reveal the truth to whichſoever of us may 
ignorantly err therefrom. 

I am always exceedingly pleaſed with St. Paul's confeſſion 
before Felix, and 1 would ſincerely wiſh to imitate him in his 
wor/hip, faith, hope, and practice. i | 

Acts, xxiv. 14, 15, 16. But this I confeſs unto thee, that 
« after the way which they call hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God 
« of my fathers, believing all things which are written in 
« the law and the Prophets; and have hope towards God, 
„ which they themſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall be a re- 
« ſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt. And 
© herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have always a conſcience void 
« of offence toward „and toward men.“ 

With this good confeſ/ion, worthy of an Apoſtle of Chriſt, 
and of all who bear the Chriſtian name, I cloſe this Let- 
ter, and ſubſcribe myſelf, dear Sir, | 


Your ſincere friend, 8c, 


LETTER 
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LETTER N. 


RRVEREND AND DRAR sin, 


AM almoſt afraid that I ſhall find it more diffieult to anſwer 

your Sixth Letter than all the reſt ; not that there is more 
force of reaſoning and argument in it than in the others, per - 
haps leſs ; but there appears in it more of a deſign to pve 
(uling your own expreſſion) than I have obſerved before. Ins 
deed, reproof in itſelf is a bitter pill, and muſt be well ſugared 
over with the ſugar of love, or the patient will not taks it 
down, 1 was naturally of a hay temper myſelf, and theres 
fore I ſincerely pity thoſe that are lv; time has been when it 
would have moved me to great wrath to have been charged with 
ſpeaking, much more writing and publiſhing what I knew to be 
a Fallokood, But now, I can ſay, through grace it gives me 
not the ſmalleſt degree of pain, and eſpecially, as I am not 
conſcious of intending even to miſrepreſent, far lefs'wilfully to 
lie, and what is worſe, to lie in print, where any perſon would 
have it in his power to detect me with the utmoſt eaſe. This 
charge is not againſt. me alone, a wortliy friend is involved 
with me. But I fay, let any candid perſon judge, whether 
what we told the world was what we knew to be a falſehood. 
For my part, I had not the leaſt ſuſpicion that there was the 
ſmalleſt difference between the ſenſe of what you ſaid, and 
what we told the world that you ſaid. And now, after the 
moſt careful examination that I am able to make, I can ſee no 
difference in ſenſe, nothing on which fo weighty a cha 
can ſtand, which if proved, muſt invalidate our teſti- 
mony, and entirely ruin our character in the world. And 
you know, that we ſhould not rob our neighbour of his good 
name, 

But in order to fee the difference between what you ſaid, 
and what we told the world that you ſaid, it will be neceſſary 
to ſet the words in oppoſite columns, and then all that read may 
judge for themſelves. | 


Mr, 


* 4 
* 

0 ; 
# : 

: 


£ Mr. Taylor ſaid in his Ser- 
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That the Engliſh word 
„% everlaſting hes never- 
«* ending, is too well known 
© by the weakeſt perſon in- 
„ this aſſembly, to ſtand in 


Mr. W. and his Friend have 
told the world that Mr, Taylor 
The weakeſt of them (the 
aſſembly. to whom he preach- 
ed) © preciſely know the mean- 
ing of the word everlaſting.” 


« the leaſt need of proof.“ 
Now I will leave it to every man of ſober ſenſe to judge whe- 
© oppo- 


ther there is any real difference between the ſenſe in 


fite columns, If the weakeſt in the aſſembly knew, that the 
word everlaſting ſignified never ending, too well to ſtand in the 
leaſt need of did they not preciſely know the meaning of 


the word everlaſting # Can any thing be more evident? and yet 


this, dear Sir, is the only ground on which you charge us with 
telling the world what we both know to be a fal/hood; a crime of 
the meaneſt nature, and blackeſt dye. If this is not making a 
man an offender for a word, yea, much leſs than a word, can you 
tell me what is? If every man was chargeable with lying who 
varies from the truth no more we did in the above inſtance, 
not only would no fleſh be ſaved (ſince all liars are to have 
their part.in the lake that burns with fire and brimſtone, which 

is the ſecond death) butmearly every repetition of converſation 


in the world might paſs for barefaced lies. For unleſs every. 
word was repeated exactly verbatim (even though the ſenſe was 


y the ſame) the whole might with equal propriety be 
called (not only a miſtake, or miſrepreſentation, but) a known 
falſehood. And in that caſe how much better would it have been 
for us all, to have been from our infancy deprived of the power 


of _ 47S 
But with what propriety could you accuſe me of telling the 
world that you had written what you had not written, and 
what I knew to be a falſhood, when at the bottom of the 48th 

age, and top of the 49th, I had tranſcribed your very words? 
For the paſſage which gave you ſuch offence was copied verba- 
tim out of my friend's letter; and if there had been any real 
difference between what you ſaid, and what he had written, 
fill the world could have been in no danger of being impoſed 


upon, as your — — immediately preceded; and conſe- 


uently had there been any great difference, enough to ground 
och a heavy charge upon, we ſhould have injured not you, 
but ourſelves. I never knew an inſtance where any perſon 


 .& © 


that meant to miſrepreſent another's words, ſtiould firſt the 
' ſentence exactly, and then ſet down ſomething quite different, 


and tell the world that the laſt ſentence was the very one deli- 


vered, although he had juſt before ſaid that the other contained 
the identical words. e muſt have been not only {iars, but 
worſe than fools thus to have expoſed ourſelves, : 

I always thought that if one quoted the exact ſenſe of an 
author, though he ſhould not mention the preciſe words, yet 
bor he not to be called a liar, or charged with publiſhing known 


By the ſame rule might we not accuſe the New Teſtament 


writers? for there are many quotations made by thenv&o 
Prophets, that differ in —4— much more — the . 
original, than my friend's quotation differs from your words; 18 
' muſt be evident to all who read and compare them. 4 
What could have been your reaſon for laying ſo heavy a 
charge upon ſo flight a foundation? I would not adads bat 
was it not done with an intention to ſhew the world what wis 
to be expected from thoſe whobelieved-in the General Reftoration, 


however ſuch might boaſt much of their candour, integrity, 


and love? And did you not magnify a mole hill into a moruntain, 
to make it appear that we are ſo ſar fo 
men, that we fal/ify and miſrepreſent known fatts, and ſay that a 
perſon has written what we #now he has not written, in or- 


der to have an opportunity to /xcer at him, I am glad however 


that you are not able to give any greater proofs of our being of 
ſuch unchriſtian and unmanly diſpoſitions, than the ſpecimen 
before mentioned. But if the public, before whoſe bar we now 
try our cauſe, ſhould acquit us of ſo black a crime, I ſhould b 
no means wiſh any to inſinuate that the guilt of it ſhould 


upon yourſelf; for I would wiſh to judge in the moſt favourable * | 
light, and I rather ſuppoſe that you ſaw the quotation from my 


friend's letter in a worſe light than he intended it; and felt your 
reſentment riſe for a moment, and thinking the Unver/at Re- 


m being hone/t and candid 


floration a very bad doctrine, and leading to all evil, you thought 


1 could not do greater ſervice to mankind, than by levelling 
a home blow at the characters of thoſe who profeſſed to believe 
and were willing to defend it. 

My writing in this manner is not out of the leaſt diſreſpect 
to you, far otherwiſe, Mr. T twice endeavoured to draw 
me into the field with him, and wrote in the moſt bitter and 
violent manner, calling me /ar, traitor, and the greateſt mon- 
fer : wickedneſs in the world, &c. yet of him I took no no- 


"tice: for what could I expect from one who was cap«"ic of 
2 uttering 


* 


uz 
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uttering fuch abuſe ? But I believe you to be quite another ſutt 
of a man; and therefore. doubt not, but though you might 
write thus in haſte, yet upon a calm review, you are * you 

laid the — A very high. And I aſſure you, Sir, I am 


y I publi that paragraph of my good - friend's letter; 
_ — there appears ſomething a little ironical in the 
pa 


| partly becauſe . it was not directly neceſſary, but 
chiefly, becauſe it provoked you to write ſuch a ſevere ſentence, 
which I have been — 2 us to anſwer. 

Why is it ſo much the caſe in the world, that Chriſtians 
cannot think 1 each other, but they muſt ſuſ- 
pe& one another of principles, and bad actions? And, 
eſpecially, moſt ſects ſeem to agree, that there muſt be ſome- 
thing extremely bad in thoſe perſons who are capable of be- 
lieving, that is good to all, and that his tender mercies are 
enn. u expreſ; 

ow frequently, in this ve ur's, you expreſs 
hints of the dreadful tendency o& my hed, both with re- 
ſpect to _ and thoſe that hear me? And yet, if I might 
be allowed to ſpeak a word in my own defence, I have the 
moſt earneſt wiſh, and ſincere dere, both to be holy myſelf, 
in heart, life, and converſation, and, as far as poſſible, to in- 
duce others to be ſo. 

But, alas, for the poor Untver/ali/ts / their ſentiments are 
looked upon fo exceeding bad, that they are thought capable of 
any crime. | 

To this purpoſe J will mention a circumſtance, that hap- 
pened to a man that I knew very well, now I hope with the 
Lord. He was a ſerious Chriſtian, and had been a preacher a 
number of years. When he firſt heard of the univerſal doc- 
trine, he was violently ſet = it; and oppoſed it to the 
utmoſt of his power. Finally, however, he came to believe 
and rejoice in it. Some little time after he took a journey to 
viſit the children of one of his deceaſed ſiſters. The people 
were — glad to ſee their uncle, who had travelled far 

to viſit them. - But, in the courſe of the evening, he happened 
to mention the univerſal doctrine, and told his relations what 
he believed. They were very much alarmed at what he ſaid, 
and, as is commonly the caſe, reprobated the idea | After a 
good deal of converſation, he was conducted into his lodging- 
room to take his reſt, After he was in bed, he heard a pro- 
digious noiſe againſt the door of the room in which he lay, In 
the morning when he aroſe, he could not get out ; for they 
had ſet all the furniture of the adjoining room againſt his * 
| 5 


\ 


e 
ſo as effeQually to confine him in his chamber as in priſon, 


Aſtet calling ſome. time, they came and releaſed him, and he 


enquired the n, why they had faſtened him up in that 
manner? And after conſiderable urging, they told 38 that 
it was on account of his rinciples, they thought them ſo 
bad, that they were afraid he would get up in the night and 


murder them all ; and therefore had taken the precaution to - 
make him a priſoner, for their, own ſafety, - So great were 


their fears of their own uncle, whom they had known 
ſome years to be a ſober and religious man. And I doubt 
not but there are many, that think all that hold the 


Univerſal Reſtoration are evil-minded people, and who would 


not ſick at any crime that they had an opportunity to commit, 
And though I have not the leaſt idea that one of your under- 
ſtanding and liberality of ſentiment would carry the matter fo 
far; yet that you have unkind ſuſpicions of me is evident, and 
the general tendency of your book is to encreaſe the popular 
odium againſt me, which perhaps is fully ſufficient already. 
But all this, and more I am willing to endure; if it may pleaſe 
God to make me an inſtrument of any good to Y fellow men. 


Ino come to notice your other aſſertions in favour of end- 


leſs miſery, and your obſervations on my remarks. 2 
Your Sixth Letter begins with a paragraph, that it will be 


neceſſary that I ſhould particularly notice, and therefore I ſhall 


take the — to tranſcribe it. | 
« Having done with Mr. W's Six Reaſons which he offered 


“ to Mr. De Coetlogon, I now return to his Remarks on my 
* Diſcourſe. He thinks the limited duration of future miſery 


« js more than clearly implied in FEW $TRIPEs, St. Luke xii. 


4 47, 48. But why? He well knows that beating with 
« ſtripes is 3 expreſſion, alluding to the puniſhing 


among men, Deut. XXV. 1—4. He alſo knows, that = 
« is a comparative word, which has no neceſſary connection 


with duration, but naturally expreſſes a ſmaller degree of 
„ puniſhment than that of thoſe who have ſinned more 


* gry" 


am till of the mind, that the limited duration of puniſh- - 


ment is certainly held forth in thoſe words of our Lord]; and if 
I am any thing of a judge of either language or argument, 
what you have brought againſt it here, has not the leaſt ten- 
dency to overthrow it. Ihe paſſage of Scripture to which you 
allude, appears to me fo far from being in your favour, that it 
is directly againſt your argument. 1 will tranſcribe it, and ſee 


what concluſion may moſt * be drawn therefrom. Deut. 
2 xxv. 


* 
= 
- 
l 
7 —— nn 
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xv. r, 2, 3. © If there be à con between men, and 
« they come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them: 
« then they ſhall ju 74 the righteous, and condemm the 
« wicked, And it ſhall be if the wicked man be worthy to be 
4 beaten, that the judge ſhall cauſe him to lie down, and to 
« be beaten before Ils face, according to his fault, by a certain 
« number. Forty ſtripes he may gre him, and not exceed ; 
« Leſt if he ſhould exceed, and beat him above theſe with 
many ſtripes, then thy brother ſhould ſeem vile unto thee,” 
Here we fee judgment and juſtice followed with merey. 
The judges were to judge of the controverſy, and juſtify the 
Tighteous, and condemn the wicked, So, the Judge of all the 
earth will do right; he will by no means clear the ihy : We are 
ſure that the judgment of God will be according to truth : With 
him there is no reſpect of perſons. He will judge every man 
according to his ways, and as his work ſhall be; and thoſe 
whom he ſhall find guilty at that day of judgment, he will 
condemn. So he taught men to do, and it would be horrid 
3 that he will act in direct oppoſition to his own 
rules. | | e tie 07 COTS 

If the judge found the wicked man worthy to be bearer, 
he was to cauſe him immediately to lie down in ſorrow, in the 
moſt humble poſture, and there to be beaten before his face, 
according to his fault, by a certain number. There was no re- 
ſpite, no begging off, no corruption ; the puniſhment was to - 
be executed in the preſence of the judge and his attendants ; 
and the ſtripes were to be laid on, according to his: fault, not 
lighter or heavier, as he had been more or leſs ily, but by a 
certain number ; more or fewer, as he had deſerved, but were 
not to exceed forty, Now, ſuppoſing, inſtead of thirty-nine, 
ſevere ſtripes, they had explained the words few. and many, as 
you do, for greater and ſmaller degrees of puniſhment, and 
thus concluded the meaning of the law to be, that thoſe who 
were moſt criminal, ſhould be beaten conſtantly as long as th 
lived with very ſevere ſtrokes; and that others who were leſs 
guilty, ſhould be puniſhed during the ſame time, but with 
gen 


er blows; their conduct would have been about as near 

the letter of the law, as endleſs miſery would be to the evident 
meaning of our Saviour's words. | a: 
How juſt are the laws of righteouſneſs ! and at the very 
firſt glance ſtrike the moſt ignorant and inſenſible with their 
beauty and propriety ; but the doctrine of end / prn;/hment in 
the lake of fire, for the leaſt fins. as well as the greateſt, does 
by no mcans appear in that light, even to many who _ to 
| | | eve 


[ & ] 
believe it, Now whatever ſecrets there may be in the adtnis 
niſtration of N the juſtice of all 7 arp ought to 
I 


de ſo ſelf-evident, as to ſtriłke every mind at firſt view, without 
any manner of heſitation; but -endlgs \ damnation while God 
exiſts, for te crimes of a ſhort life, and even for ſins of i 
rance, does not appear in that amiable light, However, i the 
Seriptures aſſured us, that cdle/s miſery was to be the portion 
of all who die in their fins, and that while God exi/ts they 
were never to be releaſed, I ſhould. think it my duty to leave 
the matter with him that made man, dark as it — appear, 
But when we'hear our Saviour laying down the very rule by 
which puniſhment ſhall be infli ted in a future ſtate, ſo exactly 
according to that which God gave to Moſes of old, that even 
you aeknowledge that he alluded thereto, it appears ſo juſt and 
reaſonable, and (to me) is ſo very expreſs for limited (but not 
endleſs) puniſhment, that it makes the ſubject as clear as the 
ſun at noon day. Wah | p54 
One would almoſt think that the very dreadful torment 
mentioned in Rev. xiv. 10. as inflicted | in the preſenct' of the 
boly angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb, alluded to the 
wicked under the law. being puniſhed, -or beaten, before the 
face of the Judge, as well as by his order. ach 
The very reaſon given by Moſes for not exceeding a certain 
number of ſtripes, was, Leſt, if he ſhould ex — beat 
him above theſe with many ſtripes, then thy brother, (even 
„the wicked man, worthy to be puniſhed, yet ſtill called a 
* brother) u,] ſeem vile unto thee,” 
Thus God calls Sodom (many hundreds of after its de- 
ſtruction by fire and brimſtone from Heaven) the //ter of Fe- 
ruſalem, and greatly blames Jeruſalem, not only that her fins 
| were more than double to the crimes of Sodom, but that alſo in 
the day of her pride ſhe ſcorned ſo much as to mention the name 
of her er Sodom; whom God declared to be ftill her /i/ter, and 
thatthe time ſhouldcome when ſhe ſhould be brought to receive 
in the kindeſt manner, even as daughters, thoſe very people 
whom ſhe had ſcorned and contemned in the days of her ini- 
Neis; and looked upon as beneath her notice. Juſt ſo the ge- 
nerality of profeſſors at preſent look upon the damned in Hell, 
though ſome of them while in lite were their deareſt friends 
neareſt relatives. See Ezek. xvi. 45—63. 


w, from this text in Deut. xxv. , 2, 3, may it 
not be fairly ccncluded, that he who taught the judges of Iſ- 
rael to beat the wicked man according to his fault, which is 
explained by a certain limited —_— of ſtripes, will 1 

| | 3 Je 


Ins 


judge, and. puniſh the wicked according to their works and 
faults, that is, by a certain number of ſtripes, or limited puniſh- 
ment? And eſpecially-where we find that ſeſus ſpeaks the very 
fame language with refpe& to the puniſhments of the next 
life; and thus ſeems evidently to confirm the idea that natu- 
rally arifes from the conſideration of the law of Moſes. 
If the word /i has no neceſſary connection with duration, 
it certainly is oppoſed to many, not only in the nature of lan- 
guage, but in the very ſentence of our Lord where it is found. 
And! think we might as well explain the words of Job, Are 
wot my days FEW ? Job, x. 20, really to intend the days of 
eternity, or, as long as God ſhall exiſt, as to explain the 
words of our Saviour, few ftripes, to mean that the ſervant 
who knew not his Lord's will, and did commit things worthy of 
ſtripes, ſhall continue without a moment's ceffition to be 
beaten (though with lighter ſtripes than the wilfully diſobe- 
dient) as long as God exiſts. I therefore, after the moſt ſerious 
deliberation, repeat what I ſaid in my Remarks: J am really 
© blind, if the limited duration of future miſery is not more 
than clearly implied in FEW STRIPES, For how can thoſe 
s. ſtripes be called few that ſhall finally exceed in number the 
0 _ - water in the ocean, and never ceaſe while God 
exiſts?ꝰ BY | 
There is one thing more that I would juſt notice before I 
quit this point; and that is, that all writers in favour of end- 
iet damnation, and you among the reſt, ſuppoſe it is neceſſary, 
in order to clear the Divine character, and vindicate the juſtice 
of God, to ſtate, that there ſhall be very different degrees of 
miſery inflicted upon the wicked in the lake of fire and brim- 
None, and that the pain of ſome ſhall be light, very light com- 
pared to that of others. But why, upon your principles, 
thould-this he neceſſary ? You have aſſerted, that every offence 
againſt God juſtly delerves finite puniſhment, and that as none 
can endure this in a /imited duration, conſequently they muſt 
ebntinue in that ſtate to all eternity. Now, if every offence 
deferves inte pimnſhment, can there be any reaſon given why 
all offenders ſhould not hear conſtantly as much pain as they 
could poſſibly endure without deſtroying their exiſtence ? For 
fince the puniſhment can never be fully endured, and God is 
then ſuppoſed to detire nothing elſe but their greateſt miſery, 
and has not the ſmalleſt pity or compaſſion upon them, nogthe 
leaſt care over them, nor any intention of -reclaiming them, 
baving abandoned them, and all concern about them, except 

that of making them as miſerable as poſlible; what remains, 

_ | . or 
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cr tan remain, but that all of them, the ſmall as well as tlie 
great — — into one undiſtinguiſhed ſtate of torment, even 


bl 
the lake of fire, ſhall- there all alike ſuffer the gzeateſt poſſible 
tortures to all eternity ? And the-very ſame arguments that 
would lead to confirm the idea of different degrees of -puniſh« 
ment (ſince every offence deſerves infinite degrees) would 
finally tend us by the {ame rule to limit the time, as well as the 
degrees of puniſhment. ' But J forbear, and muſt juſt glance 


Over a few other things in this Letter. 


As for what I laid reſpecting the deſign of the furnace, I 
ſhould not have concluded the — Reſtoration to be certain 
from that alone; but as the original deſign of furnaces amongſt 
men is certainly for melting and refining metals, as you muſt 


acknowledge, I was ready to judge God's furnace was deſigned 


for ſome valuable purpoſe ; but you ſeem to think, and expreſs ; 


what I ſhould hardly have expected any Chriſtian Miniſter 
would have ſaid, at leaſt in ſo many words. But uſefulneſs 
nnd purification ſeem at the fartheſt diſtance from the 
thoughts of the Sacred Writers.“ 22 

This very idea repreſents God as acting without deſign, in 
puniſhing the wicked, which to me appears unworthy of his 
o_ character, infinitely more than it would be unworthy 
the character of a wiſe and man to be at great expence, 
and ſpend much time and labour for no purpoſe at all, and 
even without intention. How could men learn to credit a ſyſ- 
tem that repreſents God, who has never yet acted without the 
wiſeſt and beſt deſigns, in all that he has done, as intending at 
the cloſe of all to forſake his general plan, and puniſh his erea- 
tures, without having the leaſt regard to uſefulneſs? I really 
think (ſince God in all his other works and ways appears to 
have uſefulneſs conſtantly in his thoughts) that you ought to 
produce (to uſe your own words) ſome good Scripture authority 
for talking at this rate, before you venture upon it. It appears to 
me ſelf-evident, that God muſt have ſome real deſign in the 
future puniſhment of his intelligent creatures, and that ſuch 
his deſign muſt of neceſſity be worthy of a God of boundleſs 
wiſdom, univerſal benevolence, and infinite power: And al- 
lowing thoſe two ſelf-evident principles, it will naturally fol- 
low, at the puniſhment of the wicked in Hell is intended for 
the deſtruction of the evil principle in them, that ſo the grace 
of God might operate in and upon their ſouls, and that they 
might be cleanſed and reſtored by the blood of the Lamb, and 
the operations of the Holy Spirit. You muſt have read my 


works in a very curſory manner, not to obſerve, that I —_ 
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little ho 3 being able to prove the future recovery of all 
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the of man's ſalvution and recovery, whether here or here · 
2 Divine agency. But that as God makes uſe of af 
flictions and (atferin _ — the preſent time to humble and bring 
down the haughtineſs of men, that his grace may eſfoct their ſal 
vation, ſo in — future ages he will inflit ſeverer pains upon the 
ſtubborn and rebellious, — — the, ſatoe purpoſe in view, 
I believe it is ae all, that God doth 
* 


not affiift willingly, nor — the children of men, in this world ; 
and why ſhould it be ſuppoſed, that he changes his purpoſes 


| towards them when they depart this life? I am. — fy mind 


you will find this hard to prove from Scripture ; and ſince. it i 
eaſy to prove, that God's intentions in all afflictive diſpenſa- 


| — are to take away ſin, and this without limitation of time 


'or place, it lies u upon you to ſhew from $crijpture, that after 
death he hath no ſuch — towards his credtures. That is, 
muſt not only t their ſtate is materially ch 
death; but alle God himſelf is changed with re to 
them, and that he no longer withes their good, nor ſeeks their 
recovery. And whereas all his diſpenſations before were in- 
'tended as means to reclaim them, yetwhen ones they paſs into 
the unſeen ſtate, he has no fuch. — but —4 none at 
ll, or, what is more ſhocking, dtre##ly the oo I own 
I ſhould be ſorry, AY of God, and the ory of the 


Divine Ch — — ou could fairl ly prove this Serip- 
ture; but I ſhould ent y give up the idea of the Uni 
Reſtoration, without other argument. If your words 


above cited were the u of inſpiration, 1 ſhould have but 


If the doctrine of the Refloration was of no further uſe to 
me than to teach ine how the imprecations of the Old Teſta- 
ment may be reconciled to the ſpirit of the Goſpel, and the 


command to love our enemics, &ec, 1 ſboukl eſteem it one of 


the greateſt diſcoveriecy that ever God was pleaſed to make to 
me, and matter of thanktulneſs and gratitude as long as I live, 


—_ this the ſeeming inconſiſtency is wholly removed, and 
t 


he moſt popular grounds of infidelity entirely deſt 
t write much upon this ſuhject, but | hall mention 

— 7 which may ſerve as a key to others of the like nu- 
— and alſo to ſhew that God's punithinents inflicted upon 
the rebellious are intended to be uſetul, 

In Pfalm Ixxxiij, David prays againſt the enemies : God, 
in the molt terrible manner; — they might become as dung 
upou 2 and be utterly — And not —_ 

ut 


Mor 


TT m3 
but he ſhes 40 purſue them into the other ſtate, and aſtt 
peopinginhes they might periſh from of the «arth, he addy, 
„0. my God, make them like 3 wheel ; as the ſtubble be- 
« fore the wind. Ad the fire burneth the woad, and as the 
10 flaine ſetteth' the 731 fire; ſo parſecute them with 
*.thy 2 male them afraid with thy ſtorm. Fill 
4 their faces with ſhame; that they may ſeek thy name, O 
Lond. Let be confounded and troubled for over: 
1 yen, let them be put to Game, and periſh: And they ſhall 
«, {fo it is according to the original, and ſo rendered in 
1 the old tranſlation) that thou whote name is IEHOVAU, art 
66 In Hion over all the earth.“ Ver. 13, 14, 16, 16, 
17, 18. | " | " 
ere we ſee the uſe of their being cut off from the earth, 
and then troubled and put to ſhame (as the wicked ſhall be) 
in the next Cate, for the age, or ages, viz.-that they may ſeek 
the name of the Lord; und this is God's deſign, in cauſing 
ther o periſh, that they may know him to be the Moſt Hi 
over all the earth ; and in conſequence ſubmit to him as ſuch, 
And tlie ſane muſt be implied in all ſuch like tueatenings, 
WF not always exprified, :* | a 
I believe that all ſhall ſee at laſt, that God hath not acted 
without deſign, and his defigns are worthy of himſelf, anil 
ſhall fmally terminate in his glory, and the happineſs of hls 
- creatures, 5 N a 
Where do you find in my writings, that “ It is a great 
«mercy for knpenitent ſinners to be ſent to Hell, in order to 
© prepare them for happincſk ?*” and that “ Hell, it ſeems, lu 
« {uperior to the Goſpel in its puriſying quality!“ I will not 
charge you- with telling the world what you how to be a fulſi- 
hood, us you did me upon a far {lighter ground, But I endoa- 
vout to hold forth, that u ſtate of torment in Hell is Judgment 
without morey ; but that finally mercy ſhall rejoice again/k judge 
ment. And 1 have always declared, that the precious blood of 
Chriſt, and the grace of God, ure defi to cleanſe from all 
ſin, I can hardly tell how it is poſſible for any to miſunder- 
ſtand me, except it is willingly at leaſt, if not wilfully: But 
| prejudice blinds the eyes in tuch a manner, that it prevents us 
from ſeeing what would otherwiſe be plain enough, | 
The idea of reaping according to what we ſow, more or leſs 
in proportion to our works, {till appears to me as calculated to 
ſet forth not endlc/s, but limited puniſhment, Our Saviour 
thought, that if the ſeed of the word yielded an hundred fold, 
it was well, and a very good crop: But endle/s damnation =» 
| e 


[44] | 
the ſins of a ſhort life, (and thoſe fins atoned for by the blood 
of Chriſt too) is more than a million million fold, ten thouſand 

million times over; nay, it is impoſſible ever to reap all the har- 
veſt upon your ſyſtem. .. RO aunt wack «+ 
I do not fee that; I am obliged to prove Hell to be a place of 
mercy, in order to apply thoſe. words of St. James, mercy r- 
Juceth ugain/t * to the deliverance of mankind from 
Hell: for you m ray re — will re- 
eq te urn genre if Chriſt Jeſus ſhould ever ſhew mercy 
And if yo 


ho experience a viſitation of Judgment without b 
And if you can tell me of any of —— that 
ence judgment without the leaſt mixture of mercy, _—__ ſe 
« who are conſigned to that dreadful place,” 1 will grant 
that St. James might have alluded to ſomething elſe. 

Concerning all Revolutions of time being ended at the da 
of Judgment I have not much more to ſay ; if day and nig 
are not Revolutions of time, Iam in the wrong, but yet I truſt 
that wete this a miſtake, it would not wholly overthrow the 
ſyſtem of the General Re/toration, ſince even eternity itſelf be- 
longs to God, and he can reclaim and reſtore mankind therein 
as well as in time, if ſuch be his _—_ And, he will have 
all men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the truth ; and if 
this be not done, in what we call ume, it thall take place in 
. God's time ; for [ do not find any limitation of time nor place, 
And therefore ſince the fact itſelf is certain, no difficulty need to 
ariſe with reſpect to the time. God, who is the author of 
time, will find ue enough, to accompliſh all his purpoſes, both 
of judgment and mercy; and if mercy rejoiceth againſt o 
triumphs over) judgment, then will the ſtrange work of judg- 
tment be firſt accompliſhed, and afterwards the triumph of mercy 
take place, and univerſally prevail, 

There is one idea that you and many others ſeem to have, 
viz, That Chriſt ſhall deliver up the kingdom to the Father 
ſoon after he ſhall come in the clouds of Heaven, and either 
juſt before, or immediately after the Judgment, This ſeems 
expreſſly contrary to the prophecy of Daniel, whoſaw in viſion, 
« And behold one like the Son of man, came with the clouds of 
Heaven and came to the Anclentof Days, and they brought him 
« near before him.” But ſo far was he then from reſigning the 
kingdom, that the Prophet ſays, 4+ And there was given him 
„ dominion,and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages ſhould ſerve him: his dominion is an ever- 
.<« Jaſti ominion, which ſhall not paſs away, and his king- 
66 t which ſhall not be deſtroyed,” Dan. vii. 13, > 


C1. 


And our Saviour's words confirm this ſenſe of the prophecy, 
« A certain nobleman went into a far oountry, to receive 
« himſelf a kingdom, and to return.“ St. Luke, xix. 12. 
Theſe texts teach us that we muſt not underſtand St. Paul 
to mean that Chriſt will deliver up the kingdom to the Father, 
either at his coming, or immediately after the reſurrection of 
the dead, or di after the judgment. . And indeed, one 
would think that St. Paul himſelf, had ſufficiently informed us 
that the kingdom of Chriſt is to laſt for-a-conſiderable time, 
after he ſhall receive it, by his ſaying that he ſhall deliver up 
the kin to God, even the Father, * when he ſhall have 
put all rule, and all authority and power. For he muſt 
« reign t he hath put all enemies under his feet. And when 
« all things ſhall be ſubdued unto him, then ſhall the Son alfo 
„ himſelf be ſabject unto him that put all things under him, 
„ that God may be all in all. 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25. 28. Thus it 
plainly appears from St. Paul's own words, that the kingdom 
muſt continue in the hands of Chriſt, until he hath ſubdued 
all things to himſelf. So that the words, Then cometh the end, 
e. imply, that after his coming, and the reſurrection of the 
dead, the time ſhall finally come when there ſhall be an 
end of . emer but leſt we ſhould imagine that the end 
of it ſhould inſtantly ſucceed the reſurrection and algen. 
gcc. he directly informs us, what ſhall take place firſt, vie. The 
total ſubjettion of all things to himſelf. And this according, to 
other Scriptures will require ages of ages, as we have ſeen already, 
But of them all it may be truly ſaid, The end cometh or ;/hall- 
come, = 
I thought, I had abundantly proved in my Letter to Mr, 
C.. that there ſhould be new Heavens and a new Earth after 
the conflagration; indeed the words of St. Peter and St, John, 
2 Pet. iii. 13. and Rev, xxi. 1. are ſufficient of themſelves to 
rove the fact. But I went farther, and pointed out in nine 
— the difference from Scripture, between the Millenium 
and the New Heavens and Earth; and therefore the reality of the 
exiſtence of both was thereby proved, if I know what proving is: 
for it can hardly be ſuppoſed that the Lord would condeſcend 
to give us characteriſticks of two ſtates that ſhall never take 
lace, | 
x But I myſt refer you and my readers to the fourteenth number 
of my reson the Prophecies, for a farther account of the 
Heavens and Earth : the evidence from Scripture that God will 


create them: and his gracious deſigns in ſo doing. 


Ido 
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te ſo oſten aꝶ on aſſoxt.: Þ have at diſſarent times required 
rent thing to he proved, but none of them being yet provod 
to my ſatlsſaction, I cannat be ſaid tohave ſhifted thehingegf the 
— If L had agreed to put It upon ane paint, and yon 


bad proved that fuirly, and I had given it up, and yet refuſed 
to-yield, but 1 ſomething ole f:yas might then have 
das whe ing the ground, $45 ial 


| » | Wiz 10 
I am fo far from being convinced that atonion always intends 
wever ending, in the New Teſtament, that I think I have proved 
tie contrary, and I am far from ever having given up that 
ground of argument; for the way to obtain a knowledge of 
point is not only to view the particular paſſages that treat 
of any ſubjoct apart by themſelves, but to view Tom in con- 
nection with the great uh, even all tlie parts of the grand ſyſtem, 
I have alread 123 _ of what appear to me poſitive 
iſes of the Reſtitution of all things, which God hath ſpoken by 
2 mouth of all bis holy Prophets ſincs the world began, and your 
e nials of their exiſtence, though aceompanied with 
very exprefſians, ( that there is no expre/s promiſe, or po- 
1 tive aſſertion of Iniverſal Salvation in the Bible, is as certain 
lun as that the Bible is extant: can never blot them from the ſa- 

Therefore I ſtill conſider this ground as defenſible. And as 
to there being no revolutions of time after the judgment, which 
you think you have proved, I hope you will acknowledge that 
day and night thall ſtill continue, thoſe well known Revolutions 
of time. do not yet ſee, that I am obliged to give up even 
this point, and have no occaſion to chuſe a freſh ground, | 
Ad for the apparent inconſiſtencies that you point out in m 

, that fometimes I repreſent the wicked puniſhed in hell 
according to the proportion and magnitude of their crimes; and 
ſometimes with a view to bring them to ſubmiſſion, &c. I muſt 
obſerve once for all, (and the {ame is expreſſed in my writings) 

that I ſuppoſe the ſame ayes of pain and ſorrow, that the 
tranſgreſſions of men have deſerved, are juſt thoſe that are ſuſfi- 
cient to humble and fubdue them; and that both theſe deſigns 
go on exactly — and thus in my own view there is no in- 
conſiſtency at all. 

And ſo with reſpect to ſufferings, and the grace of, God - each 
has its place; ſufferings ſubduc, and the grace of God re- 
reſtores. I ſee no difficulty here at all; far leſs ſuch a crowd as 
ruſh at once upon your mind. I am perſuaded a little atten» 
tion beſtowed upon them, would cauſe the moſt of them to va- 
niſ away. For inſtance, is there any inconſiſtency in the 
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ame crime being both pardoned and punifhed ?- if there ls, 
inconſiſtency is in the Seriptures, and not in m ED 
2 you! a few 5 Did not in the's 
lame ſentence, prmiſe to pardon, and threaten to puni 
Etime? When the Iſraelites made a golden ca . REES 
ened to deſtroy them, yet when Moſes interceded for them, 
God ſald, “ Therefore now go, lead the people unto the 
, * place of which I have ſpoken unto thee: Behold, mine ar- 
«+ gel ſhall go before thee: Nevertheleſs, in the day when I 
« viſit, I will viſit their fin upon them.” Exod. xxxii. LS 
And at another time when all the congregation, except two 
men, had murmurec againſt the Lord, and he had threatened 
to deftroy the people _ yet at the earneſt interceſſion of 
Moſes he condeſcended to ſay, . I have pardoned accotding to 
thy © word:“ but immediately I fted up his hand and ſwore by 
himſelf, that they ſhould never enter into his reſt ; but ſhould = 
die in the wilderneſs. And thus the very fin that God ſaid, 
I have pardoned; he immediately threatened with a very ſe · 
vere pu iſhment, which he executed upon them. See Numb. xiv. 
Did not Nathan ſay to David, The Lord alſo hath put 
away thy fin: thou ſhall not die?“ and yet at the fame time 
threatened him with ſevere puniſhments, which followed him 
to the day of his death? 2 Sam. xii. 12. = 
Does not David ſay, in Pſalm xcix, 8. © Thou anſwered 
« them, O LoxD our God; thou waſt a God that forgaveſt 
them, though thou tookeſt vengeance of their inventions?” +. 
Ifaiah ſpeaks of Jeruſalem having her iniguity pardoned, after 
ſhe had received of the LokD's hand double for all her ſins, Iſai. 
xl. 2. | 
Does not our Lord, in the parable, ſpeak of the ſervant, to 
whom the amazing ſum of ten thouſand talents was forgiven, 
who was afterwards caſt to the tormentors, till he ſhould pay 
all that was due unto him? St. Matt. xviii. 29—35. Thus 
pardon and puniſhmentare perfectly conſiſtent with each other, 
Some there are, that can ſee no conſiſtency between atone- 


ment for ſin, and the forgiveneſs of 5 But the law 


zs full of ſuch inconſiſtences, he all confeſs his ſin, and the prieſt 
ſhall make an atonement for him, and it ſhall be forgiven him. 
What a ſurpriſing thing it is that you ſhould fay, * If ſin- 
4 ners are punithef _— to their works, they have no 
&« part in the redemption of Chriſt ; they cannot rea onably be 


required to ſing his praifes for their deliverance, nor to give 
« him thanks for it !'! Now, dear Sir, at one ſtroke you ſet 
f aſide 


| S  & : 
aſide either the redetnption of Chriſt, or 2 future ſtate of re- 
wards and puniſhments. For by the ſame rule I maꝝ ſay, “ If 
* ſaints are rewarded according to their works, they have no 
part in the redemption of Chriſt, they cannot reaſonably be 
required to ſing his praiſes for their admittanceinto Heaven, nor 
. togive him thanks for it. Now: the Scripture tells us That 
* every one (both ſaint and ſinner) ſhall receive the things done 
in his body according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad: and that God, will render to every man 
according to his deeds : To them who by patient continu- 
*+ ance in well doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, and unmorta- 
* lity; eternal life: But unto them that are contentious, and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs ; indignation and 
„ wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every foul of man that 
« doeth evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile.; but 
* gl » honour and peace to every man that worketh good, to 
* the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Gentile. For there is no re- 
& of perſons with God.“ 2 Cor. v. 10. Rom. ii. 611. 
But if this be the caſe, as certainly it is, then according to your 
ſcheme, the redemption of Chriſt is ſet aſide, and neither faint 
por ſinner has any part in it. But cannot Jeſus place thoſe 
whom he hath purchaſed with his blood in a ſtate of probation, 
and reward or puniſh them according to their deeds in that ſtate, 
without excluding them from having any part in his redemp- 
tion? All things being now given into the hands of Chriſt, he 
may give them laws, and puniſh thoſe who break them, and 
yet they may have a part in his redemption. 

You would fain repreſent, that ] take the glory from Chriſt, 
becauſe I ſuppoſe ſome for whom Jeſus ſhed his blood may be 
puniſhed for certain periods, for their ſins againſt him, and 

then may be reſtored ; whereas you do not ſuſpect yourſelf, 
although you believe that moſt of them for whom he ſuffered 
death, ſhall be damned to all eternity. I ſhould think this was 
_ depreciating the precious blood of the Saviour of Mankind, and 

rendering both his labours and ſufferings vain : But as I 
am ſure that you do not mean to flight the blood of the Co- 
venant, I would by no means ſpeak {lightly of you. But then 
I claim the ſame friendly diſpoſition to be exerciſed towards 
me. Many are diſpoſed to repreſent me as an enemy to the 
; Merits of the Saviour's blood, and the redemption by Chriſt, for 
no other reaſon that I can ſee, but that I have larger ideas of the 
efficacy thereof than themſelves. For let me aſk thoſe good people, 
that upon a ſuppoſition that a remedy was diſcovered, that 
they had found would cure every diforder in a certain Rage, 
| ut, 
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büt bellevod, that after i eertain eiiſis it could do no „nor 
of an n 


Nate of and found it efficacious in every caſe, +, 
ible that he ſhould · be looked upon as a depreciator of the vir- 
tues of ſuch a remedy, merely becauſe he had a far higher opi- 
_ others ? | 3 a 
Tou believe, that the blood of the Lamb ſhall never cleanſe 
and heal all the fouls for whom it was ſhed : I believe it fall, 
without failing in any one caſe, A | 
Tou believe, that Chriſt's blood has no power over thoſe for 
whom it was ſhed, after this life; but I believe that it has uni- 
verſal power over all, and in all periods, till all ſhall be com- 
r e ee thy precious blood 
Shall never loſe its power, 
Till all the ranſom'd of our God 
L 
_ Now, if believi at the of Chriſt ſhall take a 
all iniquity, od che all mankind form all fin, in this age. 
and in the ages to come, I ſay, if this is having low and con- 
temptible ideas of the redemption of Chriſt, then I have un- 
worthy and mean ideas of it. But if, upon compariſon, the 
views that I have of Chriſt. and redemption by him, ſhall be 
found ten-thouſand times more extenſive than the. common 
ideas, then do not accuſe the plan which I hold forth, as taking 
the glory from him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and 
| the Lamb, and aſcribing it to creatures, poco gy 
I I myſt own, however, that it is quite ſtrange reaſoning to 
. , me, to ſay, that a perſon in the greateſt diſtreſs, — 
he ſhould juſtly ſuffer it for his faults) whom ſome friendly 
hand ſhould ſet free, ſhould, inſtead of thanking his benefactor, 
aſcribe all the praiſe to himſelf, becauſe he had ſuffered all his 
troubles on account of his crimes. The very idea is ridiculous, 
and almoſt ludicrous | I always thought, that the- greater the 
diſtreſs and miſery of any might be, the greater would be their 
joy and gratitude at being delivered from it. I never knew 
that our. enduring great affliftions in this life would make 
us leſs thankful for a Saviour, or in the leaſt would tend to ſet 
» aſide his redemption ; and why the bearing infinitely greater 
miſeries in a future ſtate, upon the ſame principle, ſhould pre- 
vent thoſe who have endured it, when they are delivered, from 
aſcribing praiſe and ſalvation to God and the Lamb, I cannot 
, fee; — both reaſon and Scripture ihew the contrary. So 
that, in all your train of abſurdities already produced, I cannot 
ſee one that in the leaſt deſerves the name, or appears in the 
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#malleſt FRY difßfrult. What "the Ae 
which you have reſerved to a future opportunit 
know not, and therefore cannot, pretend to an 
When you mention what they are, e * * to 
attend to them l 1 5 

I conſtis I cannot his a angle diffieulty > 27 plan which 
I hold, but may be eaſily folved with a little attention, to 
my ſatisfaction, at leaſt, I am heartily willing to meet all the 
objections that can poſſibly be raiſed againſt this glorious fyſtem, 
and doubt not by God's affiſtance, I ſhall be able to anſwer them. 

I am not conſcious, deat Sir, of being unwilling to come 
to the light, and appearing on fair ground:“ Of all your 
many charges againſt me in your book, none appeared ſo unac- 
countable to me as this; for 1 fear no inveſtigation, or free en- 
quiry into my ſentiments, and therefore in all my writings I 
have endeavoured to lay them open in the faireſt manner poſſi- 
ble without diſguiſe, And' if I have 2 ſome meaſure avoided 
perſonal controverſy, it was, becauſe I wiſhed to live in friend- 
: hip with all good men, however 7 — differ from me in 
many points, and not from aa conſci ſs of "the Weakriels 


Anse 
Ay you are the firſt that ever 1 heard of, who either in 


word or in writing accuſed me on this head, I was the more 
ſurprized 10 ſee a charge of ſuch a nature in the works of a 
"Miniſter of your candour, fo. contrary to all that even my 
profeſſed enemies have hitherto alle againſt me. a 
I entirely paſs over your remarks upon my being always 
' brim-full of ſelf ** — and ſeveral other charges of the 
fame kind in your Letters. I have need of pardon — de- 
ſocts, and I take in good part even the reproaches of m 
and much more 1 ought to receive in love the wou . a 
friend ; and as you declare that you have 1b perſenal reſentment 
. anniniſt me (as | cannot ſee why you ſhould have) I would wiſh 
to eſteom you as one. I have endeavoured fincerely, through 
the whole of what I have here written to you, to avoid every 
expreſſion and remark that I thought would he likely to give 
oftence ; if any thing of the kind has eſcaped me, I ſincerely 
aſk. your pardon and kind indulgence. 
Wiſhing you every blefling, of this life, and that which is to 
come, I beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your lincere friend, 
And ſervant in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Dur bleſſed Lord and dear Redeemer, 
ELHANAN WINCHESTER, 
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